Our Case Number: ABP-314232-22

Kildare County Council

Aras Chill Dara
Devoy Park
Naas

Co. Kildare
W1 X77F

Date: 10 November 2022

An
Bord
Pleanala

>

Re: DART+ West Railway Order - Dublin City fo Maynooth and M3 Parkway

County Dublin, County Meath, County Kildare

Dear Sir / Madam,

An Bord Pleanala has received your recent submission in relation to the above mentioned proposed
raitway order and will take it into consideration in its determination of the matter.

The Board will revert to you in due course with regard to the matter.

More detailed information in relation to strategic infrastructure development can be viewed on the
Board's website: www.pleanala.ie.

if you have any queries in the meantime please contact the undersigned officer of the Board. Please

quote the above mentioned An Bord Pleanala reference number in any correspondence or telephone
contact with the Board.

Yours faithfully,

[§
Niamh Thornton

Executive Officer

Direct Line: 01-8737247
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Niamh Thornton
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From: SIDS
Sent: Friday 28 October 2022 13:35
To: Niamh Thornton
Subject: FW: DART+ West Electrified Railway Order 2022
Attachments: DART+ West Submission - Kildare CoCo.pdf

From: Caroline Talbot <critalbot@kildarecoco.ie>
Sent: Friday 28 October 2022 12:54

To: SIDS <sids@pleanala.ie>

Subject: DART+ West Electrified Railway Order 2022

Please see attached, submission from Kildare County Council for the DART+ West Electrified Railway Order
2022. Canyou please acknowledge receipt of same or advise if anything further is required.

Regards,
Caroline

Caroline Talbot

A/fSenior Staff Officer
Plannng Department
Kildare County Council

T: 045 980916

E: crlitalbot@kildarecoco.ie

Ta an riomhphost seo priobhdideach agus ni ceadmhach Uséid an riomhphoist seo d'éinne ach don té ar seoladh
chuige é. D'fhéadfadh go mbeadh eolas ann atd faoi phribhléid agus runda de réir an dli. Munar duit an riomhphost
seo, déan teagmhadil leis an seoltéir chombh luath agus is féidir. D'fhéadfadh nach iad tuairimi Chomhairle Contae
Chill Dara na tuairimf ata curtha in itl sa riomhphost seo. Déanann Comhairle Contae Chill Dara iarracht riomhphaoist
a chosaint 6 viris. Mar sin féin, moltar duit gach riomhphost a scanadh, mar ni ghlacann an Chomhairle aon dliteanas
i leith damadiste do do chérais. Le haghaidh eolas ar do chearta pribhaideachta agus ar conas a bhainistimid sonrai
pearsanta, logail isteach ar https://kildarecoco.ie/YourCouncil/GovernanceandCompliance/DataProtection/ Chun do
chuid sonrai pearsanta a nuashonrd cuir riomhphost chugainn ag customercare @kildarecoco.ie Caithfidh to deis a
thogail don Chomhairle cé thi féin a chinntid tri cruthinas céannachta agus/né seoladh a sholathar, sula

ndéanaimid aon athruithe.
******************************************************************************************* ThIS

message is intended only for the use of the person(s) to whom it is addressed. It may contain information which is
privileged and confidential within the meaning of applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, please
contact the sender as soon as possible. The views expressed in this communication may not necessarily be the views
held by Kildare County Council. Kildare County Council endeavours to protect e-mails and their attachments from
viruses. However, you are advised to scan all messages, as the council does not accept any liability for contamination
or damage to your systems, however caused. For information on your privacy rights and how we manage personal
data, log on to https://kildarecoco.ie/YourCouncil/GovernanceandCompliance/DataProtection/ To update your
personal information, email us at customercare@kildarecoco.ie You must enable the Council to verify your identity

by providing proof of identity and/or address, before we make any changes.
****************************************************************************************#* Our

Website kildarecountycouncil.ie 'Follow' us on Twitter - 'Like' us on Facebook
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Kildare County Council Submission to DART+ West Railway Order 2022

Preamble

Kildare County Council welcomes the proposal to electrify the lines and expand the Dart service to the
towns of Maynooth and Leixlip. The proposal will provide a more reliable and frequent rail service
with greater capacity for the north Kildare communities including the two towns and their hinterlands,

The Council acknowledges that this project will contribute to the sustainable and plan-led growth of
this area of the County and lead to more sustainable and viable commuting patterns, is cansistent
with Climate Action principles, while also providing valuable quality of life improvements for existing
Kildare-based users of Irish Rail services.

The Council has previously made submissions to the two public consultation periods held by Irish Rail
regarding the project.

The Submission has been compiled by the Development Management Planning Section with the input
of staff from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Section, Forward Planning Section, Leixlip
and Maynooth Municipal Offices, Water Services Section, Environment Section, Heritage Office, and
a Built Heritage Conservation Consultant. Written reports received from the reporting section have
been attached in Appendix 2.

The purpose of this submission is to review aspects of the project that relate to County Kildare. Some
of the issues have previously been highlighted in submissions. Kildare County Council request that the
recommendations within this submission are attached as conditions/modifications of the confirmed
Railway Order.

This submission first sets out the Planning Policy context of the proposed development of Dart + West
and then includes an assessment of the works under various headings together with general
averarching issues.

The proposed development is a complex multi-faceted project and the order of the items should not
be construed as a weighting of their importance,

Policy Context and Forward Planning Issues

The DART+ West Project has long been identified as one of the key determinants for growth in north
Kildare and across the broader MASP area.

It is critical to enable the delivery of a sustainable, infrastructure-led development strategy for the
north-east of County Kildare and the wider Dublin Metropolitan Area, as provided for through the
National Planning Framework, the growth objectives outlined in the Regional Spatial and Economic
Strategy and the policies and objectives of the Kildare County Development Plan 2017-23 and draft
CDP 2023-2029. A reliable and frequent rail service, with greater capacity for the settlements of Leixlip
and Maynooth, will support the achievement of critical mass and compact growth.

The expedition of DART + services will ensure:

* Maynooth can effectively fulfil its role as a Metropolitan Key Town, and act as a driver for local
and regional economic growth.
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* Strategic land banks in Leixlip at Collinstown and Confey, which are identified in the MASP as
strategic employment and strategic residential sites, can be effectively brought forward.

Maynooth

Growth Strategy

As a designated ‘Metropolitan Key Town' under the RSES, Maynooth is the subject of ambitious
population and employment growth targets over the medium term. In addition to receiving
population growth allocations under the respective core strategies of the County Kildare and County
Meath Development Plans, Maynooth has under the provisions of National Palicy Objective (NPQO) 68°
received a further allocation of up to 10,000 persons in the period to 20312, This growth was allocated
on the premise that it will take the form of compact growth along high capacity planned or existing
public transport corridors.

The Dublin Metropolitan Area Strategy Plan {MASP) identifies Maynooth as being located on the
North-West Corridor within the Dublin Metropolitan Area. The aim of such corridors is to focus the
development of sustainable compact communities along high quality public transport routes,
providing people with increased housing choice along with improved access to services, amenities and
economic opportunities, in locations to the north, northwest and southwest of the town, as well as to
the west of the University (as identified in the RSES). Such development must be delivered along high
capacity public transport routes such as the rail line.

Train Station

The National Transport Authority’s {NTA’s) Draft Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy 2022-2042
provides for a second railway station 1o be developed to the west of Maynooth {Measure RAILE — New
Rail Stations) in order to serve the aforementioned new growth areas of the town. Whilst it is
acknowledged that the delivery of the second railway station does not form part of this railway order,
it is critical that this crucial piece of infrastructure for the town be progressed by Irish Rail in tandem
with the development of DART+ West programme of works so that they can be completed
simultaneously. In relation to the existing train station, public realm improvements should also be
progressed at this time. This ‘do minimum’ approach is disappointing, especially given Maynooth’s
designation as a Key Town in the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and the Train Station’s
exceptionally advantageous location adjacent to the town centre.

Maynooth & Environs Local Areg Plan 2024-2030

Kildare County Council, in conjunction with Meath County Council, have commenced the preparation
of a new Maynooth and Environs Joint Local Area Plan 2024-2030. Under Qbjective RPO 4.35 of the
RSES this Plan must, inter alia, identify strategic housing and employment development areas and

2NPO 68 notes that this will be subject to the following conditions: Any relocated growth being in the form of compact
development, such as infill or a sustainable urban extension; Any relocated growth being served by high capacity public
transport and or related to significant employment provision; and National Policy Objective 9, as set out in Chapter 2 of
NPF {relating to settlements identified for significant growth).

2 The Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly (EMRA) has, in consultation with the MASP Implementation Group {July
2020), allocated this additional population growth target as provided for under NPO 68.
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infrastructure investment requirements, including transport infrastructure, and promote greater co-
ordination and sequentiai delivery of serviced lands for development. As part of the plan-making
process, a pre-draft public consultation exercise is taking place over a six-week period from 30
September to 11 November 2022 inclusive. Kildare County Council invites Irish Rail to make a
submission to the pre-draft issues paper and enter into wider engagement with the planning authority
during the plan-making process to ensure that provisions relating to delivery of both DART+ West and
the second train station in Maynooth are fully integrated into the Joint Local Area Plan.

Leixlip: Collinstown and Confey Strategic Development lands

Growth Strategy

As a designated ‘Self-Sustaining Growth Town’ in the Kildare County Development Plan 2017-2023
{and Draft CDP 2023-2029), Leixlip is identified in both the settlement strategy and economic strategy
for the county, to attract jobs, services and housing development. Furthermore, the policies and
objectives of the Leixlip Local Area Plan 2020-2023 {LAP) supports and facilitates the delivery of the
DART+ West expansion project and supports the preparation of Masterplans to:

* Guide the delivery of the Collinstown land bank (Objective COL 1.1) as a location for strategic
employment supported by a new rail station and park and ride facilities

» Guide the delivery of Confey (Objective CON 1.1) as a location for strategic residential
development.

Collinstown

The development of the Collinstown land bank, which extends to 59.6 hectares, as a site for Strategic
Employment Development will provide Leixlip with employment opportunities to meet the population
increases experienced in Kildare and adjoining counties, as well as contributing to the regional growth
and economic development of the wider Metropolitan Area.

The successful development of the strategic employment lands at Collinstown is stymied by the
omission of a new rail station, which is a specific requirement of the National Transport Authority’s
(NTAs) Draft Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy 2022-2042, which provides for a new rail station
west of Louisa Bridge (Measure Rail 6 - New Rail Stations). This will also impede the development of
the rail-based Park and Ride facility on the lands, which is alse a specific requirement of the Transport
Strategy (Measure INT3 — Park and Ride).

Please See Section below relating to Blakestown Crossing.

Confey

This strategic greenfield land bank near Confey station has been identified for residential development
with capacity for development of approximately 1,800 units on a phased basis, to be informed by a
Masterplan. The successful delivery of the Confey strategic residential development is predicated on
improved access to Confey Station and the upgrade of Cope Bridge, which is the only north/south
access link between Confey and the town centre.
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While the Railway Order application provides for-works to Cope Bridge and the provision of cycleand
pedestrian. bridges flanking the bridge, the Leixlip-Strategic Transportation Asséssment proposesthat
two additional footbridgas be installed éast and west across the Royal Canal and ‘rallway lifie. The
‘additional fobtbridges Wwill serve to enhance north-south corinectivity and overall permealility
between .existing estates, the Royal Canal Gréenway and ‘the Confey lands to the north, ‘thiis
promoting gctive travel measures aid permeablllty in accordance with’ Objectlve MTL.5 and Map 1of
the LAP (see below). :

Irish Rail are urged to use this opportunity to enhance the amenity value of-existing and proposed

. residential.areas by.incorporating two.additional foptbridgesiacross the DART+ West rail line:and Royal. .

Canal at Confey as part of the final.Railway Order or, alternatively, progressing the proposal as part of
a separate project to be dehvered in tandem wrth the DART+ West expansmn pl’OjeCt for the Leixllp
area.

_Recommendatlons

1. The new train stat[on in Maynooth is a crucial piece of mfrastructure for th:s Key Metropohtan
town and it should be:progressed in tandern: with the development of DART+ West. Due to
the proposed location of the depot to the west of the town, along.with the propesed flood
compensatory storage areas directly-adjacent to the rail line, the potential site of a second
train station is now quite restricted. 1t is critical that the Applicant engage-with key
stakeholders, including Kildare County Council, the National Transport Authority and affected
landowners, in order to provide clarity oh the new train statior's location. Note: Pre-draft
public consultation on the Maynooth & Envirohs Joint Local Area Plan is underway from the
30t September to 11" November 2022.

2. Itis noted that works at the existing Maynodth Train Station relate solely to the delivery of
DART services and that, unlike the works at Connolly Station and the new <tation in Spencer
Dock, there are no proposals to enhance the public realm of better integrate the station with
its immediate surroundings. This is a lost opportunity to better integrate the station with its
surroundings, particularly the Canal Harbour, located to the immediate north of the railway
ling, which hds been designated as a regeneratlon area in the RSES. The Applicant should be

requested to incorporate the necessary public realm improvements inta the final approved
Railway Order scheme.

3. The planned new train station in Leixlip (west of Confey) is a crucial piece of infrastructure to
enable the development of the strategic employment lands at Collinstown, The Applicant is
urged to progress the delivery of a train station in tandem with the development of the DART+
West project in order to “unlock’ the potential of these lands and the delivery of a park and
ride Facility in order to achieve Objectives Cal 1.1, MT2.7 and MT2.8 of the Leixlip Local Area
Plan 2020-2023.

4. The Leixlip tocal Area Plan 2020-2023 includes policies and objectives to support two
additional footbridges across the Royal Canal and rail line at locations east and west of Cope
Bridge to enhance north-south permeability between the Confey lands {zened for strategic
residential development) and residential estates south of the rail liné that will also serve to
improve connections between the said estates and the Royal Canal Greenway. The Applicant
is urged to incorparate infrastructure to enable north-south permeability and connectivity to

6
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facilitate active trave! measures into the final approved Railway Order, which is a specific
objective of the Leixlip Local Area Plan 2020-2023 (Objective MT1.5).

Leb%p Local Ares Pian )
2020 - 2023

{
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Map 1: Excerpt from Map 1 of Leixlip Local Area Plan 2020-2023 showing indicative locations of
proposed Pedestrian/Cycle Bridges crossing the Royal Canal and the railway line at Colfinstown and
Confey.

Substation and Construction Compound at Glendale
This relates to the items 28.5 to 28.10 in the Schedule of Works.

285 | Provision of a traction substation and low-voltage principal supply point bullding east of |« WP02a
CGope Bridge and south of the rzil line in Glendale housing estate lands.

286 Prepare the sifes and compounds initlally by construcling safety fencing or hoarding as |«  WF028

requlred, underiaking site clearance/demolition or diversion/protection works and excavaling
to formation level for all works.

287 Establish construction sites and compounds at three locations including temporary | ¢ WP028
fencinghoarding, sile offices, weifare faclilles, storage facilities, workshops, construction
plant and equiprent required to camy out the works.,

28.8 Construet servicez and uliity diversions end connections as shown Indicalively on the |s WPQ2ZB
drawings.

289 Raising of exiling electricity poles north and south of the rail to provide the required |« WP028
clearances between the rail elecirification and electricity supply linss.

28.10 | Provide traffic management measures In the vicinity of the construction sites, including | »  WP028
lemperary road closures, removal of parking spaces, redirection of Uraffic in the area and
mazking goed any damage o the roadway.

These items relate to works and permanent structures that are to be placed on the public open space
of the Glendale estate. There will be 3 temporary construction compounds on this open space. And
one permanent ESB substation. The details shown in the drawings of this building are deficient in that
drawing titled “Set Technical Buildings Leixlip Confey Buildings Detail” shows no detail on the internal
floor layout and appears to be a handed or mirrored version of that proposed on the site layout plan.
The internal detail appears to be shown elsewhere on layout drawings that show the inclusion of
welfare and office facilities and connections to services, these are not included in the description.

In the second consultation period Kildare County Council requested that Irish Rail or their agents
engage the residents of Glendale in communicating the need or requirement to use the open space
for works, the need for a permanent substation arose late in the design period.
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Please see a resolution of the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District Meeting passed on Friday, 21
October 2022 included in Appendix 1.

Recommendation

5. The Railway Order should include a condition requiring Irish Rail or their agents to carry out
appropriate qualitative improvements to the public open space within Glendale as a
compensatory measure for the loss of open space in Glendale estate. Irish Rail should be
required to provide the evidence that they have liaised with the residents within Glendale to
determine the most appropriate works and their location.

6. Full details of landscaping to screen the proposed substation should be submitted to the
Planning Authority, lrish Rail shall be responsible for the maintenance of this landscaped area,
replacing any failures as necessary.

7. Full details of the finishes including colour of the proposed substation should be agreed with
Kildare County Council prior to its installation.

Cope Bridge OBG 14 and Confey Station

Cope Bridge at Leixlip and its capacity is recognised as being critical in the objective to deliver a
significant urban expansion of ¢. 1,765 residential units to the north of the railway line in accordance
with Confey Urban Design Framework as detailed in Section 12 of the Leixlip Local Area Plan 2020-
2023 (this plan has recently been extended to 2026).

The importance of Cope Bridge — OBG 14 — as a crossing is underscored by the fact that it is currently
the only direct road link planned between the existing Leixlip Town and its planned urban expansion.

It can be confirmed that Cope Bridge — though of Built Heritage value — is not a protected structure or
proposed protected struciure. Cope Bridge comprises a stone road bridge, which runs over the railway
line a short distance to the north of Leixlip town centre. The bridge abuts an earlier eighteenth century
canal bridge and is of the same architectural quality and significance as the other intact railway and
canal bridges along the route of the railway line,

Numerous options were censidered during the design process and the Council acknowledges that
through discussion with [rish Rail and the National Transport Authority that the fina! preferred option
now proposed would improve vehicular capacity on the bridge itself and provide new dedicated
pedestrian and cycle facilities on the crossing.

Both the canal and the railway bridge are to be substantially rebuilt to provide necessary clearance
for the Dart + electrification project. The Council notes the contemporary approach taken to the
design of the two pedestrian/cycle bridges.

The widened bridge should be sympathetic to the design and aesthetics of the existing bridge

structure and in this regard conservation expertise should be employed throughout the construction
period.

While the option chosen represents an acceptable outcome from a roads and transportation
perspective. Concerns remain as outlined in the report of Kildare County Council’s consultation
consultant included in appendix 2 regarding the assessment of alternatives, in particular the
inadequate assessment of an option where the track is lowered in order to maintain more of the fabric
of Cope Bridge.
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In addition to the bridge itself, it is noted that the existing access for all transport modes to the station
is suboptimal, particularly for pedestrians and cyclists. it is considered that, given the consequent
increase in trips to and from the existing Confey station that will arise from the implementation of
Dart + West, that the improvement of multi-modal accessibility in and around the railway station
should be included as part of the overall project, an assessment of the traffic and transport impact in
and around the station should form part of the EIAR.

Staff of the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety and Planning Departments remain available to
discuss any aspect of the redesign of Cope Bridge and Confey Station access.

Recommendations

8. Notwithstanding that the existing bridge is not a protected structure, it is considered that all
works in and around the bridge should be overseen by a conservation architect.

9. The new underpass 4m wide * 2.5m in height (internal dimensions) as part of the Rayal Canal
Greenway Scheme to be constructed before or during the Cope Bridge Works as the NTA are
funding both Projects.

10. A signalised junction to be installed at the railway station entrance to include Toucan crossing
facilities for pedestrians and cyclists.

11. The crossing facility at the North of the Bridge to have proper sight visibility in both directions
and design details to be agreed before commencement of works on site.

12. Sight visibility at the railway station entrance to comply with the DMURS standards.
13. New public lighting to comply with the KCC Standards.
14. All detailed design details to be agreed with KCC before commencement of works on site.

15. The approved KCC Signalised Contractor is Traffic Solutions Ltd and the design and completion
of all signalised works to be approved by the KCC Sustainable Transport and Traffic
Management Section.

16. A Road Safety Audit Stage 1/ 2 to be carried out on the proposed design and a Road Safety
Audit Stage 3 to be carrfed out an the completed works by an independent Road Safety
Auditor.

17. All costs for the delivery of Option 1E at Cope Bridge to be borne by Irish Rail/ NTA.
18. The works on site to be supervised by a full time Resident Engineer Team.

19. Liaison with the Municipal District Office in relation to the construction management
plan, traffic management arrangements and road opening licences.

Rye Water Valley/ Carton SAC

The project traverses the Rye Water Valley/Carton SAC at Louisa bridge, east of Leixlip. Further there
is substantive track lowering in the vicinity of Pike bridge within 200m of the site, it has been confirmed
in the NIS that the project is hydrologically connected to the European Site. The Council has reviewed
the NIS submitted with the railway order and acknowledge that An Bord Pleanala are the competent
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authority in this regard. The board should satisfy itself that the proposed development will not unduly
negatively impact on the qualifying interests or conservation objectives of the European Site including
any impacts from lights, noise, surface water quality arising from surface and flood water
management, or ground water flow disruption arising from track lowering.

Recommendation

20. That appropriate hydrogeological and ecological expertise provides input to the completion
of the assessment of the project and submitted NiS.

L ouisa Bridge and Station

It is noted that it is proposed to raise the deck at Louisa bridge and also to raise the height of the
parapet to 1.8m. Louisa bridge is a historic crossing that has been previously extensively modified.
Although drawings are provided, the details relating to the parapet raising, which appears from the
photomontages to be a mesh shuttering, have not been provided.

Recommendation
21, That full details of the proposed parapet height increase on Louisa Bridge, prepared by or in

cooperation with a suitably qualified conservation architect, is submitted for agreement of
the Planning Authority.

Blakestown Crossing and Collinstown Strategic Employment Lands

The Railway Order application proposes that the existing Blakestown level crossing on the L81206 locai
road, which runs along the north-west boundary of the Collinstown lands, will be permanently closed.
Alternative infrastructure is not proposed at this location, unlike the five other level crossing located
on the line between Spencer Dock and Maynooth/Dunboyne. A proposed pedestrian/cycle bridge
over the canal and rail line at Collinstown is shown in Map 1 (Leixlip Transport Map) of the Leixlip LAP
to facilitate the development of new pedestrian/cycle links across the canal and railway line to
improve access and permeability to the lands north and south of the railway line.

This total tand bank designated for employment in Collinstown comprises 59.6 hectares and is
identified as ‘Collinstown Strategic Employment Lands’ in the Leixlip Local Area Plan 2020-2023. The
lands are zoned ‘Q Enterprise and Employment’ with the purpose of developing a high-quality,
attractive and sustainable business campus environment that facilitates the efficient functioning of
business and enterprise activities, a strategy for the development of these lands, preceded by a
Masterplan is set out in Section 12.6 of the Leixlip Local Area Plan 2020-2023.

i0
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Map 2: Collinstown Strategic Employment Lands outlined in blue, location
of Blakestown Crosing identified by red circle
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The lands are considered strategic and important, primarily due to their location — lying directly south
of the Intel manufacturing facility and north of M4 Junction 6 — and their scale while remaining
primarily greenfield. The area to the north currently accommodates a limited number of warehousing

industries associated with ‘spin off’ logistical operations which are located along the R148 and form
the northern boundary of these lands.

Documents, including the Planning Report submitted, refer to the existing usage as justification for
the removal of Blakestown Crossing. However, the Council notes that there is a significant local
community that utilise this crossing point on a daily basis to connect to public transport {bus stop)
proximate to the level crossing, the sustainable transport route along the royal canal greenway to

access Maynooth and Leixlip, accessing the amenity of the canal itself and direct vehicular access to
Maynooth and the surrounding towns.

There is no proposal to build a rail station to service the Collinstown lands as part of the Railway Order,
which means that this regionally designated strategic land bank will have impermeable rail line
dissecting a substantial portion of the lands at the northern portion of the site, with no access to the
Royal Cana! Greenway. This prevents sustainable active travel linkages to allow people walk and/or
cycle from the nearby Intel Business campus {whose 4,500 employees are expected to grow to over
6,000 when their newly constructed FAB building is operational in due course; there are currently
6,000 construction related workers on site) and extensive residential development at Easton and
Leixlip Gate.

The potential for the successful development of the strategic employment lands at Collinstown is
compromised by the decision to permanently close the Blakestown level crossing without the

provision of alternative infrastructure to facilitate north/south connections, as illustrated in Map 1 of
the LAP.

Kildare County Council acknowledge that the development of Dart + West will render the maintenance
of a level crossing arrangement as impractical and inappropriate due to the increased frequency of

11



Kildare County Council Submission to DART+ West Railway Order 2022

service and trains travelling to and from the proposed depot. However, the executive of Kildare County
Council is not satisfied that the consideration expressed by Irish Raif and their consultants in the
material presented to date has adequately weighted and considered the strategic nature of the
employment lands in Collinstown and the value of the existing vehicular connection as an asset to the
future development and connectivity of these lands.

it is an objective of the Leixlip Local Area Plan to improve permeability and access in and around these
lands. As a connection hetween existing and proposed flagship employment areas in North Kildare, it
is considered that the existing connection has value for pedestrian, cycle and vehicular permeability.
Further, it is considered that there will be value and potential for use of vehicular access during
construction and operation phases of the substantial employment-related land bank.

Consequently, Kildare County Council, in its role as both Roads Authority and Planning Authority for
the area, is not in favour of the permanent closure of this level crossing in the absence of proposals
for alternative or compensatory vehicular access provisions to serve the zoned lands in Collinstown
and to ensure continued active travel permeability in a north-south direction at this junction with the
Royal Canal.

Recommendation
22. The confirmed Railway order should provide for infrastructure to enable north-south
permeability and connectivity to facilitate active travel measures into the final approved

design in accordance with Objective MT1.7 and Map 1 (Leixlip Transport Map) of the Leixlip
Local Area Plan 2020-2023 (now 2026).

Pike Bridge (OBG 18)

Pike Bridge s a prominent protected structure {RPS Ref: B05-36), it had previously been identified as
a ‘red bridge’ in initial presentations by Irish Rail and their consultants, meaning that there were
limited options as to how to negotiate it. The Railway Order proposes to mitigate the impact on the
protected structure by lowering the track level at this tocation in order to achieve the clearance
required for overhead electrification. The Council supports this proposed approach, subject to
sensitive and conservation led approach to the protection of the line from accidental or unauthorised
incursion. In this regard no drawings of the bridge itself or proposed parapet heightening have been
provided in the application. Pike Bridge is in a highly sensitive rural location and is directly visible from
the main public gates to Carton House and demesne, the proposed alterations to the parapet of Pike
Bridge are not adequately described in the application documents.

It should be noted that that tender documents show an 800mm Diameter watermain approximately
5m below the current trackbed serving a major water user in North Kildare approximately 100m east
of Pike Bridge. Please contact Irish Water directly for exact measurements as this information is from
a tender and not ‘as constructed” measurements.

Recommendations
23. That full a full structural survey, including plans and elevations, of Pike Bridge prepared by a
structural engineer with conservation expertise is submitted for record.
24. That details of the proposed parapet height increase on Pike Bridge, prepared by or in

cooperation with a suitably qualified conservation architect, is submitted for agreement of
the Planning Authority.
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L5041 Realignment and Jacksons Bridge (0BG 23)

The multi-arch fackson Bridge, to the west of Maynooth, is a protected structure (RPS Reference BOS-
36) and was identified as a ‘black bridge’ in the initial assessment, having insufficient arch clearance
to accommodate overhead power lines at the initial presentation to Kildare County Council in
September 2020. The difficulties at this bridge are exacerbated by the requirement to have additional
railway lines to serve the proposed railway depot, a short distance to the west, and by flooding
concerns. The current proposal, which emerged after a number of alternative options were
considered, is for the realignment of the overall track and the railway line to by-pass Jackson Bridge
to the south. This will require the construction of a new road bridge over the canal (to the west).
Jackson Bridge will be retained with the railway line below being decommissioned.

The KCC Transportation Department has confirmed that they have no objection in principle to the
revised drawings that were submitted by larnrod Eireann/ Irish Rail and that they are satisfied that in
principle the proposals from larnrod Eireann/ Irish Rail are in line with internal discussions recently
held by the KCC Roads Section and in line with the email and marked up drawing that was submitted
to larnrod Eireann/ Irish Rail.

KCC Transportation Department requests that the capacity of the two proposed roundabouts be
submitted to ensure that they are sufficient for future traffic requirements at this development and
location.

The proposed design calls for pedestrian and cycle facilities to be retained under the railway at
Jacksons bridge. The Dart + project team is requested to consider an over-bridge for pedestrians and
cyclists rather than an underpass.

Recommendations

25. The capacity of the two proposed roundabouts be submitted and designed to ensure that they
are sufficient for future traffic requirements at this development and location.

26. Details of measures to prevent illegal encampments at the residual cul-de-sac at Jackson’s
Bridge should be designed and agreed with KCC Transport Department.

27. The proposed design calls for pedestrian and cycle facilities to be retained under the railway
at Jacksons bridge. The Dart + project team is requested to consider an over-bridge for
pedestrians and cyclists rather than an underpass.

28. The detailed design should facilitate continued local access to the bridge and should make
provision for the road carriageway on the bridge to be maintained.

29, The detailed design should include proposals for the presentation of the disused railway line
under the bridge. Maintenance arrangement will be required to ensure that the railway line
does not become overgrown at this point.

30. The disused, realigned section of railway represents an opportunity for a linear amenity
parkway also with biodiversity value, this would be a significant residual planning gain from
the project and consistent with sustainable transport objectives. The Railway order should
require proposals for the residual use of this section of railway to be agreed and implemented.

31. Kildare County Council Roads, Transportation and Pubic Safety Department requests that the
capacity of the two proposed roundabouts be submitted to ensure that they are sufficient for
future traffic requirements at this development and location.
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32. While it is welcome that the submitted design of the proposed new road bridge over the Royal
Canal, to the west of Jacksaon Bridge, shows this new bridge as being perpendicular to the
canal at its crossing, the aesthetics and visual character of this new bridge does not respond
to the highly sensitive receiving environment of the Royal Canal {refer to EIAR Vol. 3B, View
Location 40). The details submitted of this bridge are very limited and suggest that the
proposed bridge will be a basic concrete flyover. This design, if constructed, will have a very
significant and avoidable negative visual impact on the setting of the Royal Canal, which is an
important historic and recreational amenity within North County Kildare. There is
considerable scope to reduce the visual impact of this bridge through high quality design. A
detailed design that responds more appropriately to the highly sensitive setting of the Royal
Canal is required.

Railway Depot

Located east of Kifcock, at approximately 1.8km long and 280m wide, the proposed railway depot
including associated buildings, washing equipment and rail yard is a substantial development in its
own right. Kildare County Council recognise the proposed development as a notable investment in
infrastructure in the north of the county and acknowledge the economic henefits that will arise during
construction and operation phases.

Particular attention must be paid to the impact of the proposed development on the quality of life
and residential amenities of those living in the vicinity of the proposed development in terms of noise,
traffic, light pollution, air quality and any other effects, both during the construction period and when
the development is in operation.

Fult details of the proposed night-time lighting of the depot and rail yard should be submitted with
the final proposals. These fittings should be selected to provide targeted light and to minimise light
pollution onto the route of the Royal Canal. The selected fittings should be supported with a
commentary by the project RIAl Grade 1 Conservation Architect.

33. Detailed design and proposed finish of the proposed buildings on site shall be submitted for
the written agreement of the Planning Authority prior to the commencement of any
development on site,

34. Lighting design at the depot should ensure that overspill is limited and does not impact on
nearby sensitive receptors, principally dwellings. A review report should be furnished to the
Planning Authority after &6 months of operation.
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General Planning issues and Recommendations

Conservation: Works to stone parapets of all road bridges across the railway line

35. The involvement of a RIAl Grade 1 Conservation Architect should be continued throughout
the detailed design and censtruction phase.

36. The Railway Order should require that detailed design proposals for the proposed parapet
alterations to Louisa Bridge and Pike Bridge be submilied for review and agreement with
Kildare County Council. The detailed parapet designs should take account of the particular
context of both bridges and should have particular regard for the intact rural surroundings of
Pike Bridge. The fixing details for these parapet instaliations and the maintenance regime
required to maintain the proposed parapets in good visual condition should be fully described

Additional Train Stations and Park and Ride Facilities

Kildare County Council acknowledges and accepts that the provision of additional train stations and
park and ride facilities may currently be beyond the scope of the Dart + West project itself, however
it is considered prudent that potential future developments should be considered and allowed for in
the design and layout of the proposed development. Proposals should be brought forward in tandem
with the commencement of operation of Dart Plus.

Maynooth
Consideration should be had to provision of a second station in Maynooth to serve -

¢ the existing and future population of the town including the Regional Spatial and Economic
Strategy proposal for the MASP area that an additional 11,000 persons could be
accommodated {from Dublin ¢ity and suburbs} in addition to the current/projected population
on zoned lands/CDP allocation

¢ the expansion of the University and the proposals by St Patrick’s College to develop/re-
develop its holding

» the zoning of lands to the west and north-west of the town
s the possible future zoning of lands in a sequential manner outwards from existing zonings

Kildare County Councit believes that there is merit in exploring/developing a second railway station to
the west of Maynooth near Jackson bridge. This could also cater for a park and ride facility and tie in
with the proposed western outer orbital route. Kildare County Council has made a submission on
same to the NTA as part of the Greater Dublin Transport Strategy.

Leixlip

It is an objective of the Leixlip Local Area Plan {Col 1.1) to ensure that the development of the Business
Campus is guided by the Leixlip Strategic Transport Assessment that seeks to develop improved access
and permeability to lands at Collinstown. The assessment will aiso investigate the possibility of
providing an additional train station at Collinstown and a potential ‘park-and-ride’ facility at this
location in the future.
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Flood Relief and Surface Water Management

The Planning Authority notes the information provided regarding flood relief and compensatory
storage. Irish rail should demonstrate that all flood relief measures are contained entirely within lands
that are currently identified in the OPW CFRAM maps as Flood Zone A.

The Water Services Department has provided detailed feedback and this is attached as an appendix
to this report.

37. Any works shall not create a increased flood risk on lands outside the control of the
developer/flandowner

38. The proposed surface and flood retention areas shall not prejudice the delivery of the
Maynooth Outer Orbital Route.

39. The developer shall clarify their proposals regarding the incorporation of Nature Based SuDS
into the proposed surface water management plans both for the rail works themselves as well
as for the proposed compounds in terms of;

«  Swales,

- Porous paving {roads and pathways),
- Tree pits,

- Rain gardens,

- Roof gardens,

- et

40. It is noted that the proposed development will impact significantly on ground and surface
waters along the entire length of the scheme. Applicant will need to prepare a preliminary
Construction Stage Surface Water Protection Plan in accordance with the 2016 IF]
Guidelines, and ensure that all construction works are planned and delivered in strict
accordance with the agreed plan.

Waste Management

In accordance with the National Waste Management Plan for a Circular Economy, the Applicant will
need to ensure that the scheme is designed, planned, procured, built and maintained in accordance
with the “EPA Best Practice Guidelines for the Preparation of Resource and Waste Management Plans
for C&D Projects (2021)" in terms of Tier 2 type projects. For this stage of the project, applicant should

be required to provide a report to demonstrate clearly their proposals regarding the “designing out”
of waste in terms of the following:

- Reuse and recycling of existing onsite materials,

- Minimisation of materials needed for importation for the purposes of construction,
- Green procurement,

- Off-site construction, and

- Material optimisation.

41. The developer shall clarify their intention in terms of possible raising ground in any
significant way as part of the proposed development works and, if relevant, clarify proposals
regarding regularising this in accordance with Section 39 of the Waste Management Act.

Archaeology

The details of Chapter 20 of the EIAR are noted. Pre-development test trenching and associated
licenses should be sought from the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media
as required.
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Invasive Species
42. All sites should be surveyed for invasive species prior to development. If Invasive species are
found a management plan should be developed which will consider the control and future
management of invasive species pre, during and post construction.

Noise, Hours of Operation and Nighttime Working

It is noted that there will be significant noise generated by this project which will impact on local
communities. Applicant will be required to carry out a detailed noise impact assessment along the
entire scheme, identify Noise Sensitive Locations, engage with householders and businesses who will
be affected, agree appropriate noise mitigation and reduction measures, and ensure that noise levels
are maintained within normal construction-stage and operational stages at all times in accordance
with Section 7 of the Kildare County Development Plan.

Kildare County Council acknowledge that in order to maintain raif service along the Maynooth line
that nighttime working will be required in order to complete track electrification. Further this
nighttime working will be fleeting, and will travel the track as overhead infrastructure is installed.

Kildare County Council request that a management plan be detailed as part of mitigation for the
proposed development, that limits nighttime work to necessary on-track work only and that includes
a notification system for residents likely to be affected and designated contact person with the details
circulated to residents in the periods when nighttime work is ongoing in the area.

43. The Leixlip and Maynooth Municipal District Offices should be notified in advance of ali
nighttime work. This will assist with communication and the management of any complaints.

44. Other than on-track nighttime work as described above, the standard permitted hours of
operation during the construction phase and for deliveries should be between 08.00hrs to
18.00hrs Moenday to Friday and 0.800hrs {o 14.00hrs on Saturdays.

45. Irish Rail should be required to carry out a detailed noise impact assessment along the entire
scheme, identify Noise Sensitive Locations, engage with househalders and businesses who will
be affected, agree appropriate noise mitigation and reduction measures, and ensure that
noise levels are maintained within normal construction-stage and operational stages at all
times in accordance with Section 7 of the Kildare County Development Plan.

Landscaping
The detailed recommendations of the Parks Section in relation to landscaping proposals are included
in their submission attached here in Appendix 2.

Detailed assessment

The report of the Kildare County Council Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department included
here in Appendix 2 outlines in detail the type and extent of design information that is required as part
of the development. It also details that Traffic, Light Spill and noise impact assessments are required.
Please review this report as part of this overall submission and respond to the requirements outlined
accordingly.
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Conclusion

I thank you for the consideration of Kildare County Council’s submission. The staff of Kildare County
Council remain available to discuss and assist with any aspect of the development or the submission
as outlined above. The breadth of this submission reflects the complexity of the Dart + West project,
which will provide a critical piece of infrastructure to serve the expanding population of County
Kildare. It is further considered that the Dart + West project will successfully contribute to sustainable

travel patterns, climate action and quality of life of an overwhelming majority of North Kildare
residents,

Le meas,

/ K:@*’\f;fl 1. \Que
ld iy
Sonya Kavanagh

Chief Executive

Kildare County Council
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Appendix 1 — Motion Adopted by the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District on Friday, 21
October 2022 in the Council Chamber, Aras Chill Dara:

“To request that Kildare County Council in their submission to the Dart+ West rail order consultation,
seek to protect the open space that hos been taken in charge in Glendale estate in Leixlip ond
alternative locations for the substation/signal station be examined in consultation with Kildare
County Council and larnréd Eireann, to preserve the green space in the housing estote,”

19



Kildare County Council Submission to DART+ West Railway Order 2022

Appendix 2 Submissions of the Sections of Kildare County Council
- Parks,
- Roads and Transportation
- Water Services
- Environment
- Conservation Consultant — Michael O'Boyle —
- Forward Planning



KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL

Parks Section Report

Planning Ref. No. Dart + West Project
Name of Applicant CIE
| Report due date 16/09/2022

The Dart + West Project proposals aré satisfactory in principle for this proposed
devslopment.

» [n the event that ABP Grant Permission the following shall be required as
Conditions:

1.0 Trees & Hedgerows

1.1 Retention of the services of a qualified Arborist as an Arboricultural consultant, for
the entire period of construction activity. The applicant shall inform the planning
authority of that appointment in writing prior to commencemerit of development.

1.2 The appliéant shall be reguested to submit an Arboricultural Assessment report of
the trees and hedgerows located on and adjacent to the proposed. developmerit site
prepared by an independent, qualified Arborist as an Arboriculiural Consultant shall
include the following:

o Tree Survey Plan; all trees and hedgdes on and adjacent to the subject site (i.e.
within falling distance thereof) shall be accurately plotted, tagged and shown ona
scaled drawing of a topographical survey of the site.



o Tree Survey Schedule; a summary of the ‘surveyed trees and hedges, giving a
breakdown of their tag nos., species, size, age, cendition and useful life
expectancy.

» Afboricultural Impact Assessment:-a thorough, detailed and realistic analysis and

assessment of the likely impacts of the proposed development on the stirveyed

~irees. .and.hedges;..along..with..a .summary..table,.of..the .tree..population .and. . . ... ...

quantification of impactslosses etc. (fotal number surveyed and total
numbers/pereentage to be retained and felled respectively).

o Tree Ccnst'ra'i‘n't_s Plan: a scaled site plan (1:500@A1) showirig the impacts. of all
surveyed frees in relation to the site layout of the proposed developmenit.

» Tree Protection Plan: & scaled site plan (1:500@At) of the proposed
development, clearly showing and distinguishing (by colour coding) those frees

and hedges to be retained and protected and those o be removed ; showing
alignments of Tree Prolection Fencing and areas to be excluded from
construction activiies and compound(s}), site office(s), plant, equipment and
materials storage. Root Protection Areas (RPAS’) of all trees and hedgerows to
be clearly shown on this drawing.

s Arboricultural Method Statement: clear and practically-achievable measures to be

used during the construction period, for the protection and management of all
trees and hedges that are to be retained, as shown in the Tree Protection Plan.

s Summary Table: Summary of all trees and hedgerow proposed for removal and
retention to include riumbers-and percentages.
= Arborist's name, arboricultural qualifications and contact details,

 Date that the survey was carried out (surveys > 12 months are unacceptable).

The applicant shall be requested to implement the following, should permission be
granted:

Specific recommendations relating to Arboricultural Works

- All recommendations pertaining to tree retention, iree protection and tree works
as detailed in the Arboricultural Methad Statement and Tree Protection Plan in



the submitted tree report shall be implemented in order to ensure the protection
of trees/hedges on the site.

- All tree felling, surgery and remedial works shall be completed prior to the
completion of construction works on site.

- Al works en retained trees shall comply with proper arboricultural techhiques
conforming to BS 3998: 2010 Tree Work ~ Recommendations.

- The clearance of any vegetation including trees and scrub should be carried out
outside the bird-breeding season (1 March — 31 August inclusive) or as stipulated
under the Wildlife Acts 1976 and 2000,

-~ The Arborist shall carry out a post construction tree survey and assessment on
the condition of the retained trees. A Completion Certificate shall be signed off by
the Arborist when all permitted development warks are completed and in line with
the recommendations of the tree reports and plans. The certificate &hall be
submitted to the Parks Section for written agreement upon completion of
construction works on site.

- A Final Completion Certificate is to be signed off by the Arborist when all
iree/hedgerow works are fully completed 1o the satisfaction of the Parks Section
and in accordance with the permitted landscape proposdls and all of the
recommendations in the tree reports and plans. The ceriificate shall be
submitted to the Parks Section for written agreement prior to taking in charge.

1.3 The applicant shall be requested to undertake. the following, should permission be
granted:.

Prior to commencement of development (i.e. as soon as Commencement Notice
served, and prior to site clearance (including tree felling), the applicant shall erect
protective fencing around all refained trees, as shown on the arborist's Tree Protection
Plan.

The fencing shall be as shown in BS 5837: 2012 or as specified by the Arboricultural
Consuitant, and agreed with Kildare County Council Parks Sectibn. Notices shall be
fixed to the fence(s), stating that the. enclosed trees within the fence are protected. The
fenced area shall be an &xclusion zone; ho materials, equipment, spoil or soils are to be
stored within this protection area; and there shall be no incursions of machinery into
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aréa, unless by prior agreément With the” Arbioricaltural Consiiltant, who shall notify
Kildare County Council Parks Section of any such _agreément-..

Reason;

To-ensure the retention, protaction and sustainability of trees and hedgerows: during and
.. after canstruction of the permitted development.. . .

1.4 Priar to commencement of development, the dev.éleper shall lodge with the planning
authority a cash d.'e'poisit:, a bond of an 'insurah_c'e company or such other security as may
he --accepted in wiiting by the planning authority, to secure the protection of the trees
and hedgefows on site and to make good any damage ¢aused during the construction
period, coupled with an agreement empowering the planning authority to apply such
security, or part thereof, to the satisfactory protection of any tree or trees or hedgerow
on the site or the replacemeént of any such-trees or hedgerow which die, are removed or
become seriously damaged or diseased _Within a period of three years from the
substantial completion of the development with others of similar size and species. The
form and amount of the security shall be as agreed between the planning -authority and
the developer or, in default of agreement, shall be referred to An Bord Pleandla for
determination.

Reason:

To-secure the retention, protection and sustainability of trees and hedgerows during and
after construction of the pérmitted development.

2.0 Landscape Design

2.1 The applicant shall be requested to retain the services of a qualified Landscape
Architect (or qualified Landscape Designer) as a Landscape Gonsultant throughotit the
life of the construction works. A Practical Completion Certificate is to be signed off by



the Landstape Architect when all landscape works are fully completed to the
satisfaction of the Parks Section and in accordance with the permitted landscape
proposals.

Reason:

To ensure full and verifiable implementation of the approved landscape design.

2.2 The applicant shall be requested to submit a comprehensive Landscape Design
Rational & Landscape Proposal prepared by a suitable and qualified Landscape
Architect {or qualified Landseape Desigrier). The following shali be included:

¢ A scaled lLsandscape Masterplan with cross- sections (where appropriate)
showing the general layout and hard and soft landscape treatment of all external
areas/spaces {including front and rear gardens), boundaries, structures, and
features. This shall be generally provided at a maximum scale of 1/200.

o Details of Hard Landscape Desian (where applicable) for boundaries, (walls,
fences, screens), lighting, seating, kerbing, edging, surfacing.

« Details of Soft Landscape Design: detailed Planting Plan{s) and Planting
Schedule(s) Ispeciesivarieties, quantities, sizes, rootball presentation,
spacings]. Proposed planting should have a wide variety of
speciesivarieties, using both native planting and non-native planting. The
overall objective of planting in areas that are anticipated to be 'takgn in

charge is that they are easily manageable, visually appealing, enhances
biodiversity and is pollinator friendly. '

e A clearly outlined Landscape Plan which demonstrates that the proposed
location of underground/over ground services will not impinge on the proposed
trees of open space usage.

Reason:

To provide enhanced amenity and biodiversity value to open space areas.



2.3 landscape proposals shall comprehensively detail all proposed new and re-
instatement landscape works and proposals infer alia boundaries, entrances, -opén'
spaces, hedgerows, trees, planting, lighting. Details shall include; written specifications,
plan, and section drawings.
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Reason:

To provide enhanced amenity and biodiversity value to open space areas.

2.4 Landscape proposals shall ensure that all infer alia boundaries, entrances, open
spaces, hedgerows, trees, planting, lighting are re-instated to pre-construction works
condition and as per appropriate standards infer alia British Standards.

Reason:

To provide enhanced amenity and biodiversity valué to open space areas.

2.5 Landscape proposals shall ensure that open space areas are consolidated to
provide larger spaces which are orientated to facilitate passive supervision. Left over
‘incidental’, ‘peripheral’ or ‘awkward” areas shall be designed out.

Reason:

To enhangce the amenity value of open space.

2.6 Landscape proposals shall ensure that any proposed ‘bunding’ shall not
compromise open space areas by inter alia height, width, location.

Reason:

To provide-enhanced amenity value to epen-space arsas.



2.7 Landscape and lighting proposals shall ensure that public lighting is sensitive to the
local environment, and where necessary, provide suitable environmentaily sensitive
lighting, which is alse appropriate for bats.

Reason:

To provide for safety and enhance the amenity value of opeti space.

2.8 lLandscape proposals shall detail boundary freatment proposals which detail
permanent boundary types in the interests of fongevity.

Timber, chigstnut pale fencing, timber post and rail fencing, and timber post & metal weld
mesh pangl fencing are not acceptable.. It is-a requirement of the Parks Section that any
proposed railings and gates -shall be steel, galvanised and powder coated if coloured
e.g. black, green.

Reason:

To.provide for safety and minimise future maintenance costs.

2.9 The current Maynooth Local Area Plan 2013-2019 details lands "Zoned F: Open
Space and Amenity'. Possible future additional open space and amenity land iccations
may be west of Maynooth towards Kilcock. The propoesed ‘Permanerit Land Acquisition’
west of Maynooth potentially compromises this. It is a requirement of the Parks Section
that proposals indicate the minimum amiount necessary of ‘Permanent Land
Acquisition’.

Reason:

To facilitate the provision of public open space and amenity lands.



2.10 Prior to commencement of development, the developer shall lodge with the
planning authority a cash deposit, a bond of an insurance company or such other
security as may be accepted in writing by the planning authority, to secure the
satisfactory protection and re-instatement of site boundary and open space areas and to
make good any damage caused during the construction period, coupled with an
agreement empowering the planning authority to apply such security, or part thereof, to
the satisfactory protection and re-instatement of site boundary and open space areas on
the site which are damaged, or removed during construction of the development. The
form and amount of the security shall be as agreed between the planning authority and
the developer or, in default of agreement, shall be referred to An Bord Pleanala for

Reason:

To secure the protection of site boundary and open space areas during construction of
the permitted development.

Carmel O" Grady,
Executive Parks Superintendent.

Endorsed by:

PP

Simon Wallace,
Senior Executive Parks Superintendent.



Kildare County Council Roads, Transportation and Public Safety
Department Planning Report

Development: Dari + West Project Railway Order
Developer: larnréd Eireann / Irish Rail
Date: 24" Qctober 2022

The KCC Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department wishes to confirm that
they welcome the larnrod Eireann and Irish Rail proposals as outlined in the Dart +
West Praject to develop and improve the DART service along the Sligo line in North
Kildare.

Preamble

The KCC Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department attended a substantial

number of briefings and presentations on the Project and our comments are -outlined
below:

Leixlip Cope Bridge OBG 14

The Kildare County Council Roads, Transportation and Public Safely Department
does not agree with the original proposed works on the Leidip Cope Bridge OBG 14
where the existing shuttle light arfangément would be kept in-place and the proposed
works would not improve sustainable transport access in and around the train station
area.

Thie existing access for all transport modes to the station is suboptimal, particularly for
pedestrians and cyclists.

This was higtilighted to the NTA where KCG stated that they would welcome the NTA's
support in resolving this issue and exploring with lfish Rail the possible. improvements
that can be incorporated in the Project. The NTA have responded to KCC where: they
agre&d to discuss this further with Irish Rail and the NTA agreed that the provision
simply on a like-for-like basis was not the right solution.

Following numerous meetings with the Dart + project team where different "qp’tion's'
were examined to incorporate additional foofpath and cycle-frack facilities on béih
sides of the Leixlip Cope Bridge the Kildare County Coungil Roads, Transportation
and Public Safety Departmeént confifmed that they agreed an approval in pnncnpie of
the proposed design as detailed for Option 1E at Cope Bridge and submitted by Irish
Rail subject to the following conditions:



1. The new underpass 4m wide * 2.5m in height (intemal dimensions) as part of
the Royal Canal Greenway Scheme to be constructed before or during the
Cope Bridge Works as the NTA are: funding both Projects.

2. A signalised juncfion to be installed -at the railway station entrance to include
Toucan ‘crossing facilities for pedestrians and cyclists.

3. The crossing facility at the North of the Bridge to have proper sight visibility in
both directions -and design details to be agreed befare commencement of
works on siie.

4. Sight visibility at the railway station entrance to comply with the DMURS
standards.

"8 New public lighting to:comply with'the KCC Standards; = s

6. All detailed design details to be agreed with KCC before commencement of
works on site.

7. The approved KCC Signalised Contractor is Traffic.Solutions Ltd and the design
and cempletzon of all. mgnahsed works to be approved by the KCC Sustainable
Transport-and Traffic Management Section.

8. A Road Safety Audit Stage 1/ 2 to be carried out.on the proposed design and a
Road Safety Audit Stage 3 1o be carried out on the completed works by an
independent Road Safety Auditor.

9. All costs for the delivery of Option 1E at Cope Bridge to be borne by Irish Rail/
NTA.

10. The works on site to be supervised by a full time Resident Engineer Team.

11.Liaison with the Municipal District Office in relation to the cohstruction
management plan, traffic management arrangements and road opening
licences.

Blakestown l.evel Crossing

The Kildare County Council Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department is
not in favour of permanently closing the local road at the Blakestown Level Crossing
in the absence .of other vehicular access provisions for the zoned lands in Collinstown,
Thisis a strategic land bank in the north Kjldare section of the Metropolitan Area and
which the Council has designated for employment. There are already multiple plahning
applications on the lands in question and it is envisaged. that these lands will be
developed for higher density employment uses in the future.

It is noted that there is a significant local community that utilise this crossing point on
a daily basis to connect to public transport (bus stop) proximate fo the level crossing,
the sustainable transport route along the royal canal greenway to access Maynooth
and Leixlip, accessing the amenity of the canal itself and direct vehicular access to
Maynooth and the surrounding towns.

It is also noted that even though the current traffic volume crossing the level crossing
is low, consideration needs to be given to the fuiure development of these zoned lands
both in terms of construction and operational traffic and the possible requirement for
multiple access points to service this significant land area. This access point to the
zoned {ands is a key asset for Kildare County Council.

The Kildare County Council Roads, Transpertation and Public Safely Department is
recommending that the local road at the Blakestown Level Crossing not be



permanently closed and that other vehicular access provisions for the zoned lands
in Collinstown be provrded subject to the design beirig agreed by the Planning
Authorlty beforehand

L5041'"eall nmentand Jacksons Erld e

The F CCARoads “Transportation and Public Safety Department has confirmed that
they have:no aobjection-in principle to the drawungs submitted by larnrod Eireann/ Irish
are. satlsfled that in prrnoxple the. proposais from lafrirod Eireann/
_ wrth |nternal dlscussrons held by the KCC Roads Seo’oon and in

'|s of the capamty of the two proposed roundabouts be submitted to ensure that

théy. : re suff oient for future traffic requrrements at this development and location.

Maynooth LAP map) Thls should be oonsrdered in terms of the proposed
compensatory flood storage areas-in the vicinity of this objective.



It is noted that IDOM has yet to revert in the matter of pedestrian connection at
Jackson's Bridge and measures to prevent illegal encampments at the residual cul-
de-sac. KCC will require these details to be designed and sent to the KCC Roads,
Transportation and Public Safety Department for agreement.

larnrad Eireann/ Irish Rail have confirmed by email that they had requested IDOM
to address the pedestrian and encampment issues raised in the KCC original e-mails
and that they will follow up with a view to addressing these concerns. larnrod Eireann/
Irish Rail had also requested IDOM to address the roundabout capacity query.

The proposed design calls for pedestrian and cycle facilities to be retained under the
railway at Jacksons bridge. The Dart + project team is requested to consider an over-
bridge for pedestrians and cyclists rather than an underpass.



Kilcack

Consideration should be given to extending the Dart West+ project to Kilcock to
facilitate the current and future demands of the Kilcock (within the MASP area) for a
high quality/high frequency service, to facilitate future park and ride options and to
edse pressure 6n Maynooth due to. the significant growth planned for the town.

Maynooth

Consideration should to be given to developing an additional station west of Maynooth
to facilitate increased use and access to College Lands. _

All works are to be scheduled and phased to minimise distribution and to ensure that
adjacent works are completed in séquence rather than in parallel.

Consideration is to be given to developing an additional train station at Collinstown to
serve the KDA lands and Intel etc.

The Dart + project team are to provide KCC with details on the number of trips
associated with new depot far maintenance staff, admiin staff and train drivers.etc. This
will facilitate the current development of the Transport Strategy for Maynooth

The Dart + project team is to consider-and quarnitify the impact of construction traffic
ot Maynooth.

Leixlip

The Dart + project feam is to consider the potential impact of replacing bridges on the
local road network. All works are to be scheduled to minimise distribution and are to
be phased to erisure that works in multiple locations adjacent to each other are
completed in sequence rather than in parallel. Details are to be agreed with Kildare
County Council in-advance of commencement of construction works. Road openings
and road closures will be required to be approved prior to commencement of
construction works.

The Dart + project team is to consider and quanitify the impact of construciion {raffic
on Maynooth.

Design Information
Design details should be submitted to the KCC Roads Planning Section for approval
prior to the commencement of works on site which should include:

= Alignment of rail works with horizontal , vertical and cross section details (on-
line and off-ling).

Location of proposed rail stations and works at stations.

Location of Bus Depot and works required.

Proposed land acquisition under Railway Order.

Programme and timeline of works.

Construction details of works on fracks, bridges, roads, bus depot and bus
stations.

Location of power supply for electrification.

Site investigation works.

« Topographical survey with ground and track levels.



¢ Flood risk assessment where there is a history of flooding at the Lyreen River.

e TTA (Trafficand Transport Assessment) 1ncluding the traffrc 1mpact onthe Iocal
road network.

Facilities. and access for vulnerable road users (peds and cyclists).

o Parking proposals including cycle spaces and electric charging points.

» Design details of proposed upgrading works on existing bridges and structures
and on the approach roads.

e Design details of proposed works on new hridges and structures and on the

- approach roads.
.. m_,{Desmn details of proposed drainage and outfall works. )

o Road Safety Audit Stage 1& 2 on proposed design and RSA Stage 3&40on
completed works.

o Light spill and noise impagt assessments which should be in compliance with
the Kildare Third Noise Action Plan 2019-2023 and the British Standards BS
8233:2014

o Public lighting is to be in com pllance with the KCC Public Lighting Standards.

o Landscaping works which should not interfere with the public lighting and sight
visibility and where there should be no root damage to infrastructure and
underground services.

o Full details of the location, drainage, access, fencing and landscaping of any
proposed construction compounds within the funetional area of Kildare County
Council. The location, design and layout of any temporary or permanent
construction accesses should be discussed and agreed with the Transportation
Section of Kildare County Council at the earliest possible opportunity.

Resident Engineer
A full time Resident Engineering Team should be provided and funded by larnred

Eireann/ [rish Rail to supervise the project works on site and to liaise with landowners,
stakeholders and the Planning Authority.

Safety, Health and Welfare at Work (Construction) Requlations 2013

larnrod Eireann/ Irish Rail shall act as client for the purposes of the Safety, Health and
Welfare at Work (Construction) Regulations 2013 (within the meaning of that term as
therein defined) for the project.

Procurement of a competent contractor 7
Prior to commencement of development iamrod Eireann/ Irish Rail should liaise with
the Roads .and Transportation Section in relation to the procurement of competent
contractor(s) to. construct the proposed project works.




Construction & Environmental Management Plan (CEMP)

Prior to the commencement of development, larmrod Eireann/ Irish Rail should submit
for the-written agreement of the Planning Authority a project specific Construction &
Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) which includes:

o The program for the delivery of the proposed project works.

» A Construction Traffic Management Plan indicating all haul routes to and
from the site and for the delivery of the development. Delivery times for plant
and materiais and waste collection should have consideration to morning
and evening peak school times in the area and peak traffic periods.
Construction related traffic should avoid the nearby towns of Kilcock and
Maynooth. This plan is also to contain mitigation measures to minimize the
effects the proposed development would have on the immediate public read
network and existing traffic movements.

s The [océti'on of the construction compounds.

» Wheelwash arrangements for the construction phase.

e The manner in which the existing public road network shall be kept clean.
» Location and types of cranes during the construction phase.

e Relevant consiruction site warning signs shail be in accordance with the
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (DTTAS) Traffic Signs Manual.

e A final Construction Waste Management Plan that is t6 contain final
destination of each waste stream generated on site.

o During the construction phase the Developer should provide adequate off
carriageway parking facilities for all traffic associated with the proposed
development. This will include material delivery vehicles, service vehicles,
construction plant and vehicles, waste skips and private vehicles of the
workers on site. Thére shall be no parking of vehicles on the public road
hetwork.

Permitted hours of operation

The standard ) permitted hours of operation during the construction phase and for
deliveries shoiild be between 08.00hrs to 18.00hrs Monday to Friday and 0.800hrs to
14.00hrs ‘on Saturdays: Work outside of these hours will have to be specified and
agreed prior to commencement of construction works.

Municipal District Office

All werks involving the opening of public roads or footpaths should be carried out under
a Road Opening Licence submitted to the relevant Municipal District Area Office
through the MRL system to ensure the following items are assessed:



» Contractor's experience and competency to carry out such works.

o Compliance with the-Guidelines-for ‘Managing ‘Openings in Public Roads (The
Purple book, 2017 edition). ' '

e Compliance with Chapter 8 of Traffic Managemerit Guidelines including a general
assessment-of traffic impacts within the local area.

° Relevant Insurance’s to carry out suct works,
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Prior to the commencement of development, larrod Eireann/ Irish Rail shouid obtain
a licence for the erection of fencing / hoarding on the public footpath network pursuant
to Section 254 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as améndeéd.

Traffic management plans, reinstatement works on publié works and the proposed
location of site offices shall be agreed with the Municipal District Area Office prior to
the commencement of the development.

Pavement Design =

CBR tests should be undertaken as required to determine the subgrade strength under
the proposed site access roads. The results together with a suitable pavement design
in accordance with TIl documient DN-PAV-03021 should be submitted to Kildare
County Council for written consent prior to the commencement of development.

The site access reads within the development shall be finished with a surface course
to be Stone Mastic Asphalt, SMA 14 surf PMB 65/105-60 des 45mm thick, in
compliance with clause 942 of NRA/TII specification. All surface water drainage gullies
shall be fitted with suitable locking type covers or gratings.

Cyclée Tracks

Cycle tracks should be in accordance with the National Transport Authority’s National
Cycle Manual pertaining to track widths and signage, the location of lighting standards,
the avoidance of obsiructions and the interface between the tycle tracks and the
existing and proposed road network.

Siagnalised Works

The design and completed signalised works on public roads will have to be approved
by the KCC Traffic Management Section where the approved KCG Contractor is Traffic
Saolutions Lid.



Spoil, dirt, debris or other materials on the public road

No spoil, dirt, debris or other materials should be deposuted on the‘public road network,
its footpaths and verges by machinery or vehicles travelling to or from the development
site during the. construction phase. larnrod Eireann/ Irish Rail should arrange: for
vehicles leaving the site to be kept clean, and for road sweeping by mechanical
sweeper {0 take place as required.

Surface water and drainage

A site-specific flood risk assessment is required.

No surface water runoff from the site should discharge from the proposed project
works onto the public road network. The development should ot impair existing fand
or road drainage.

Kildare County Council would like fo draw the applicanf's attention to the extent and
complexity of issues encountered in the Bond Bridge Scheme on Parsons Street,
Maynooth, managed by the KCC Road Construction Section some years ago, two new
bridges-were censtructed over the canal and the railway line as part of the scheme. A
considerable amount of drainage works were carried out, circa 450m of a large
reinforced box culvert under the railway fine and the canal, fo deal with seriots local
flogding issues.

The Roads Planning Seciion is concerned that thefe may be similar floodlng and
drainage:issues on the Dart + SW Line, similar to Bond Bridge which wauld need to
be addressed.

Planning

The Planning report is to take info account matters including Regional Spatial and
Fconomic Strategy and MASP, Kildare County Development Plan, Leixlip Local Area
Plan including for Confey Masterplan (a major new extension of Leixlip centred on the
rail station), the LAPs for Maynooth and Kiicock. Meath County Couneil is in the
nrocess of preparing a new Gounty Development plan and we recommend that the
Planning Regulator's comments on its Draft Plan be examined,

The provision-of a second railway station in Maynooth should be examined to serve -

e the existing and future population of the town including the Regional Spatial
and Economic Strategy proposal for the MASP area that an additional 11,000
persons could be accommedated (from Dublin city and suburbs) in addition to
the current/projected population on zoned lands/CDP allocation

¢ the expansion of the University and the proposals by St Patrick's College te
develop/re-develop its holding

o the zoning of lands to the westand north-west of the town

« the possible future zoring of lands in a sequential manner, outwards from
existing zonmgs

larnrod Eireann/ irish Rail should have regard to the growth of Kilcock and the likely
need to serve it with DART in the future where a plan for a future upgrade/DART
Station should be examined . The pro;ect should preferably be extended further west
to include Kilcock which is a rapidly growing town, on both sides of the admmlstratwe
boundary of coiinties Kildare and Meath.



The planning for the provision for a park and ride should be investigated which could
be conveniently located further to the west.

The proposed depot between Kilcock and Maynooth is an industrial type proposal in
a-1ural area which at the same time is very clase to the developing edge of Kilcock.
The access is via a rural road retwork where planning, traffic, améhnity etc implications
need to be addressed. This is a large-scale development in its own right. Lands in
rural areas in Co Kildare olitside zoned lands in towns/villages are deemed to be
primarily agricultural. ' '

-‘lt-'*sheu'Idf:be--n'oted’»that-*bdiltvheritage--in‘c!uding*-protec't‘ed"-e'st'ructures--:al,ong!in-"-vicinity"of- B

the: project e.g., Jackson's Bridge and Lock; ref. BG5-36, are on the Record of
Protected Structures.

Site specific flood risk-assessment required.
The impact of proposals on residential amenities along the route should be assessed.

Where thiere is removal of planting during the project, replacement planting and other
landscaping works to minimise visual impacts has to be examined.

The planning for the provision of park and ride facilities should be investigated.

The built heritage including protected structures along/in vicinity of project on the
Record of Protected Structures are to be examined.

The project teamn are to-assess the impact of propoesals-on residential amenities along
the route.

The project team are to assess the removal of planting during this project. A
replacement planting and landscaping plan is to be developed for approval, to
minimise visual impacts.

Light spill and noise impact assessments are required as part of this proposed
development. See Kildare Noise Action Plan.

Railway Order Information Submitted to the Planning Dept.

The following Raitway Order Information was inspected by the KCC Reads Planning
Section at the public counter of the Planning Dept.

Book 1 Railway Works Pian (July 2022) Drawing Numbers 000-042.
No vertical alignment and, cross section details along the raitway line were included
with these drawings.

Book 2 Property & Rights Plan (July 2022) Drawing Numbers 000-042,
Includes land acquisition (temporary and permanent) and way leaves.



Draft Railway Order

ABP Pre Application Consultation Fife ABP Ref 306587-20.
Site Specific Flood Risk Assessment.

Appropriate Assessment (AA) Screening Report (July 2022).
Planning Report (July 2022).

Railway Order Book of Reference Schedules (July 2022).
Railway Order Drawings

Book 3 Structures Plans {July 2022).

Natura Impact Statement {July 2022).

Volume 1: Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) Non Technical
Summary (July 2022).

Volume 2: Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) Main Text Part 1
of 2 (July 2022) Chapter 1 to 9.

Description of works.

Zone E is Clonsilla Station to Maynooth Station.

Zone F is Maynooth Station to Maynoaoth Depot (doubling the track).

HV (High Voltage) power supplied fo Dart + West af 12 No. Electrical Sub Stations
including Leixlip Confey, Blakestown, Maynooth and Maynooth Depot (inside the
Depot Area).... There is a concern that there appears to be a lack on consultation
with the residents living in the Glendale Estate Leixlip in relation to the
proposed Electrical Sub Stations in Leixlip Confey.

Overbridge Intsrvention Locations in Kildare are as follows:
OBG14 Cope Bridge
Bridge deck reconstruction and widening at this structure.

OBG 16 Louisa Bridge
Bridge deck lift on this structure.

OBG 18 Pike Bridge
Frack lowering.... There appears to a lack of construction details in relation to
these works.

OBG 23 Jacksons Bridge
Construction of an off line track and a new bridge, proposed OHLE design will not pass

under the OB and therefore there are no infervention works proposed on the existing
bridge.



There are 6 existing level crossings fo be removed including Blakestown in Kildare:

Overbridges requiring parapet modifications are as folfows:
OBG 16 Louisa Bridge
OBG 14.Cope Bridge

Footbridges requiring parapet he:ghtenmg are as foﬂows

T OBG 20 Mayhooth Station
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OBG 15A Leixlip Station
OBG 14 A Leixlip Confey Station.

A Traffic and Transport Assessment (TTA) has been carried out which includes the
the following statements:

Construction werks reguired for the upgradmg of the line and provision of the
associated facifities will cover a 50 month petiod.

The construction works takmg place will genarally be for short periods of time
and where possible work is to take place at night or on weekends therefore
limiting the impact on all road users dunng peak periods.

In terms of Maynooth , the increases in construction traffic are. considered fo
have an adverse effect on the road network. This is due fo be the result of a
large ntmber of earthworks required fo be undertaken éarly on in its
programme at the Depot in Maynooth. This will be for a short period of time
after which the levels of traffic will reduce significantly.

The likely impacts on public transport users, pedesirians and cyclists are likely
to be small with improved infrastructure provided for active modes.

The provision of the proposed project is. considered to have an overall
significant benefit on the operation of the transport network in the study area,

with a neutral or beneficial impact on 80% of junctions assessed.

It is considered that the proposed project will assist in reducing fraffic and
congestion on the road network in the vicinity of the line and where increases
are Identified , improvements are proposed to junctions and facilities for
encouraging tr:ps by sustainable mode. The provision of the improved service
would reduce the number of trips which need to be made to the more urban
areas capluring those frips from further afield, Furthermore the improved
pedestrian and cyclist facilities such as the bridges and fraffic free route should
encourage greater number of trips to be made by these modes fo the stations
further reducing traffic on the network.

The KCC Roads Pianning Section has noted and is in agreement with this
analysis in the TTA.

Volume 2: Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) Main Text Part 2
of 2 (July 2022) Chapter 10 to 27.



Volume 3A: Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) Technical
Figures Part1 of 2 (July 2022).
Includes the construction details of OBG 14 Cope Bridge.

Volume 3A: Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) Technical
Figures Part 2 of 2 {July 2022).

Volume 3B: Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) Photomontages
(July 2022).

Volume 4: Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) Appendices Part
10f 3 (July 2022).
In¢ludes Appendix C in A3.3 Technical Note on Cope Bridge.

Volume 4: Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) Appendices Part

20f 3 {July 2022). ‘
Includes Chapter 6: Traffic & Transportation and A6.2 Traffic Impact Assessment.

Volume 4: Environmental Impact Assessment Repori (EIAR) Appendices Part
30of3 (July 2022).

Recommendation

The Kildare County Council Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department
recommends a GRANT of the proposed Dart + West Project to develop and improve
the DART service along the Sligo fine in North Kildare.Strategic Housing Development
subject to the imposition of the following conditions:

1. Prier to the commencement of development, the Developer shall submit te the
Planning Authority for written agreement a detailed design for all signalised works
and shall liaise with the Traffic Management Section of Kildare County Council in
regard to this.

The Signalised Works and Toucan Crossing Works including all equipment and
infrastructure shall be in accordance with Kildare County Counclii’s required
specifications including:

i. Details of traffic signals.

ii. The controller to have ELV and LED signals.

ili. The installation of MOVA technology.



iv. The installation of CCTV camera and pole at the junction to assist
monitoring of traffic flows.

v. The upgrade of existing public lighting where required fol[owrng a survey
of the existing public lighting at this location.

vi. The upgrade of the road layout and markings including the provision of
dished kerbs and tactile paving.

vii. The mstallatron of ‘on crossmg detectlon where the crossmg wrdths
~warrant thig, — - e o T

All installations shall be connected to Kildare County Council's Traffic Managemént
Centre located at the Council's headquarters at Aras Chill Dara, Devoy Park, Naas,
County Kildare. The cost of the design, supervision and delivery of all works
described in the foregoing shall be' borne sclely by the Developer. These works
shall be completed prior fo the completion of the proposed development.

Reason: In the interest of pedestrian, cyclist and vehicular safety, proper planning
and sustainable development.

2. Prior to the commencement of development, the Developer shall submit to the
Planning Authority for written agreement a detailed design forall proposed railway
, road and bridge works including horizontal alignment, vertical alighment and cross
sections, the location of all construction site offices and compounds and including
the proposed track lowering construction works at Pike Bridge.

Reason: In the interest of pedestrian, cyclist and vehicular safety, proper planning
and sustainable development,

3. Prior to the commencement of development, the Developer shall submit to the
Planning Authority for writien agreement a detailed design for the proposed
underpass 4m wide * 2.5m in height (internal dimensions) fo be constructed as
part of the Cope Bridge Works and as part of the Royal Canal Gréenivay
Scheme funded by the NTA where fHe proposed underpass shall be
constructed as part of the Cope Bridge Works in the Project

Reason: In the interest of proper and sustainable development and to provide safe
and adequate facilities for pedestrians and cyclists using the Royal Canal Greenway.



4. The local road at the Blakestown Level Crossing shall not be permanently
closed and prior to commencement of development the Developer shall submit
for the written approval of the Planning Authority design detzails of the provision
of other vehicular access provisions for the zoned lands in Collinstown.

Reason: This access point to the zoned [ands is a key asset for Kildare County
Council where even though the current traffic volume crossing the level
crossing is low, consideration needs to be given fo the- future development of
these zoned Iands both in terms of construction and operational traffic and the
possible requirement for multiple access poinis to service this significant land
area.

5, A full ime Resident Engineering Team shall be provided ard funded by the
Developer to supervise the project works on site and to liaise with landowners,
stakeholders and the Planning Authority.

Reason: The proposed works are substantial in scale and full time supervision
of the works is deemed to be necessary given its importance.

6. Priar to commencement of construction works there shall be full engagement
with local residents, local landowners, resident associations, business owners,
schools and colleges in relation to all construction works, sub station works
including the Glendale Estate Leixiip, the use and operation of site construction
compounds and fraffic management arrangements through the full time
Resident Engineering Team and dedicated Liajsion Officers.

Reason: The proposed works are substantial in scale and full time supervision
of the works and full engagement with all iocal stakeholders is deemed to be
necessary given its importance.

7. The Developer shall act-as client for the purposes of the Safety, Health and
Welfare at Work (Construction) Regulatlons 2013 (within the meaning of that
term as therein defined) for the project.

Reason: In the interest of proper health and safety management for the
project.

8. The development shall be carried out in accordance with the recommendations
of the Road Safety Audit Stages 1 and 2 . A Stage 3 Road Safety Audits shall
be conducted for the completed development.

Reason: In the interest of pedestrian, cyclist and vehicular safety, proper
planning and sustainable development.



4.

b.

- Prior to the commencement of development, the Developer shall subriit for the
written agreemént of the Planning Authority a project specific Construction &
Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) that is to.include:

The program for the delivery of the proposed works .

A Construction Traffic Management Plan indicating all haul routes to and from
the site and for the delivery of the development. Delivery fimes for plant and
materials and waste collection shall have consideration to morning and evening
peak school fimes in the area -and peak tiaffic pericds. This plan is also to
~-contain--mitigation-measures -to -minimize~-the -effectsthese ~proposed-
developments would have on the immediate public road network and existing
traffic movements.

The location of the construction compounds.

Wheelwash arrangements for the construction phase.

.. The manner in which the existing public road network shall be kept clean.

Location and types of cranes during the construction phase.

Relevant construction site warriing signs shall be in accordance with the
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport(DTTAS) Traffic Signs Manual.

. Afinal Construction Waste Management Plan that is fo contain final destination
of each waste stream generated on site.

Reason: In the interest of proper planning and development.

1

0.The standard permitted hours of aperation during the construction phase and
jor deliveries shall be between 08.00hrs to 18.00hrs Monday to Friday and
0.800hrs to 14.00hrs on Saturdays. Work is-normally not permitted on Sundays
and ori public holidays. The Developer shall engage with all local residents in
relation to night time works and any work outside of the normal permitted houfs
of operation

Reason: In orderto safeguard the residential amenity of properties in tHe area.



a)
b)

c)

d)

11. All works involving the opening of public roads or footpaths shall be carried out
under a Road Opening Licence submitied to the relevant Municipal District Area
Office through the MRL system to ensure the following items are assessed;

Contractors experience and competency to carry out such works.

Compliance with the Guidelines for Managing Openings in Public Roads (The
Purple book, 2017 edition).

Cormpiiance with Chapter 8 of Traffic. Management Guidelines including a general
assessment of traffic impacts within the local area.

Relevant Insurance’s to carry out such works.

Reason: In the interest of proper planning and development.

12.Prior to the commencement of development, the Developer shall obtain a
licence for the erection of fencing / hoarding on the public footpath network
pursuant to Section 254 of the Planning And Development Act 2000, as
amended.

Reason: In the interests of pedestrian and traffic safety, proper planning and
sustainable development.

13.Prior to the commencement of development, the Developer shall submit forthe
written agreement of the Planning Authority a final construction stage public
lighting scheme, incorporating the preliminary design of the public lighting
propesals. This final construction stage public lighting scheme shall comply with
the Kildare County Council Lighting Policy Street Lighting Technical
Specification (04/06/2019).. The Developer shall comply with all future site
lighting requirements of the Planning Authority in relation to adjusting the lights
by re-aiming, the addition of louvres & shields and / or dimming. This is to deal
with any glare issues that may arise for road users, residents and adjacent
lands / properties which may only become apparent when the instaliation has
been corhmissioned. The public lighting scheme shall be fully implemented
prior to the first occupation of the development respectively.

Reason: In the interest of pedestrian, cyclist and vehicular safety, proper planning
and sustainable developrment.

14.CBR fests shall be undertaken in accordance with Section 2.16 of the
Department of Environment and Local Government "Recommendations for Site
Dévelopment Works for Housing Areas” and as required fo determine the
subgrade strength under the proposed site access roads and parking areas.
The results together with a suitable pavement design in accordance with Tli
dacument DN-PAV-03021 shall be submitted to Kildare County Council for
written consent prior to the commencement of developrment.

Reason: In the interests of proper planning and sustainable development.



15.The site access roads and parking areas within the development shall be
finished with a surface course to be Stone Mastic Asphalt, SMA 14 surf PMB
65/105-60 des 45mm thick, in compliance with clause 942 of NRA/TII
specification. All surface water drainage gullies shall be fitted with suitable
locking type covers or gratings.

Reason: In the interest of traffic safety and improved skid resistance.

16. The cycle tracks shall be in accordance with the National Transport Authority’s
National Cycle Manual pertaining to ‘track widths and signage, the location of
lighting standards, the avoidance of obstructions and the interface between the
cycle tracks and the existing and proposed road network.

Reason: In the interests of pedestrian and cyclist safety.

17.No spoil, dirt, debris or other materials shall be deposited on the public road
network, its footpaths and verges by machinery or vehicles traveliing to or from
the development site during the construction phase. The Developer shall
drrangde for vehicles leaving the site to be kept clean, and for road sweeping by
mechariical sweeper to take place as required.

Reason: In the interest of traffic:safety.
18. No surface water runoff from the development ‘shall discharge onto the public
road network.

Reason: In the interest of traffic safety.

19.The development shall not impair existing land or road drainage,

Reason: To prevent interference with existing land or road draindge in the interest:
of proper development.

20.During the construction phase the Developer shall provide adequate off
carriageway parking facilities for all traffic associated with the proposed
development. This will include material delivery vehicles, service vehicles,
construction plant and vehidles, waste skips and private vehicles of the workers
on site. There shall be no parking of vehicles on the public road network,

Reason: In the interest of traffic safety.



Geor \A‘lﬁ)ughby

Seniof Executive Engineer,
Roads, Transportation & Public Safety,
Kildare County Gouncil.



Kildare County Council
Water Services

RAILWAY ORDER WATER SERVICES OBSERVATION REPORT

To:  Eoghan Lynch, Senlor Executive Planner, Planning Department.
Date: 22 September 2022

Re:  Dart West Railway Order.

WwsD report as follows on the railway order documentation at
https:l/www.dartplus.ielen-ielrailwavarder!dartwest including the site specific
Tflood risk assessment:

1) Irish Water:
a) Prior to commencement of the proposed development, Iarnrod Eireann shall liaise
with IW and agree arrangements for all IW infrastructure traversing, adjcining
and abutting the proposed works.

2) Surface Water Drainage:

a} As 1a above, regarding surface water drainage and liaison with KGG Municipal
District Roads Engineers.

b} The proposed drainage and 3uDS Strategy shall comply with the attached wsh
Drainage and Suns Strategy Guidance Document, GDSDS, CIRIA SuDS Manual, Water
Sensitive Urban Design Best Practice Interim Guidance and surface water drainage
policies and objectives of the variocus LAPs and the relevant CDP.

€} The final drainage design to be completed prior to the commencement of the
proposed development shall address the following issues:

i) Based on the revised drainage and SuDS strategy as above and
ii} SuDS where feasible on the project are subject to fallure, replacement and
non-maintenance like traditional drainage systems and their design shall take
account of this eg by including increased factors of safety, overflows to the
piped drainage networks and planned flood routing to safe areas including
surface water outfalls.
iii)where runoff from SubS, including from SuDS overflows is discharged to the
nearest suitable dedicated surface water piped drainage network, Qbar restricted
discharge rate shall be calculated in accordance with GDSDS Vol 2 Chapter 6
SWDDC 2 and
iv) where SuDS are feasible, attenuation storage volume calculations for 100 year
plus storm event shall use Qbar discharge rate or appropriate soil infiltration
rate where discharge is to ground and
v} Any NEW drainage pipe network shall be designed for the 2 or & year design
return period plus 30% climate change factor and 10% urban creep factor clearly
demonstrating apprepriate pipe sizes to cater for the predicted flow rates and
the proportional velocities shall be greater than the 0.75 mps self-cleansing
velocities during normal operating conditions and
vi) Where runoff is discharged to an existing surface water drainage network, no
pluvial flooding shall be permitted.

d) Only clean, uncontaminated surface water runoff including from SuDS overflows
shall discharge to the site drainage systems.



e) A robust drainage systen mainténance regime shall be implemented by or on behalf

The

of the applicant until such time as the development is taken in charge, The
drainage maintenance regime: shall be responsive and react to out of hours repair
requests dni emergencies including at night, weekends and helidays. '

applicant shall keep 211 relevant records and details relating to drdinage

maintenance in paper and digital formats akin %o the rSafety File’ required under
Health & Sefety legislation and this $ile shall be handed over to new owners or Local
Authority when the development is sold-transferred to new cwners or taken in charge.

3) Flood Risk:

a)
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The site'speclfic F1lood risk~aésessment submitted with the rajlway order contains
a detailed site specific flood model (section 5) Tar the predicted fluvial
flooding at Jackspns Bridge and the historic fluvial flooding south of Baileys

'Bridge"Iiﬁ”théThféa”bT“Tﬁé“pﬁdposEd*dépuif*érising From-the -complex-interactions:

botween the Lyreen river, its tributaries and the hydraulic structures in this

area.

1t is assumed that the medel appropriately links the different catchments of the
Lyreén river, Ballycaghan stream and their tributaries so combined flood effects
are assessad.

The volume of displaced floodwaters as a result of the proposed development is
calculated and the existing and future scenarios ie effect gf the proposed Tlood
risk management measures -areé assessed separaiely.

The model indicsates -that a large portion of the subject area including lands
within the footprint of the proposed road and rail embankménts at Jacksons Bridge
are within Flood Zong A,

The proposed Tlood conveyance culverts in ‘the new railway line and local road
embankments and compensatory flood storage areas give rise to flood level
increases in the Jacksons Bridge areas of less than 10mm and 70mm for the 1% and
0.4% AEP events plus 20% climate change factor, regpectively.

The overall impact of the proposed development is considered negligible in the
cantext of the current fleod regime at this location.

The model indicates that a large portion of the subject area at Baileys Bridge
ineluding lands within the footprint of the proposed Depot are within Flood Zane
A.

The development results in maximum increases in Tlood levels of 360mm and 400mm
in the Ballycaghan stream for the 1 and 0.1% AEP events, respectively though
these are seen as negligible overall.

Existing and post development flood exient mapping Tor both the Jackson Bridge
and Baileys Bridge area are presented in Appendix 12 of SSFRA although comparison
of tload extents is difficult.

It is acknowledged at SSFRA section 5.6 that the inmherent uncertainty associated
with fldod medelling necessitates a precautionary approach when interpreting the
flood extent and flood depth mapping.In the case of & flood event exceeding the
design event, the flood emérgency response plans will ensure safe egress 1o

-appropriate refuge locations.

The Justification Test, which is passed, is dealt with at SSFRA Section 7.

At section 2A of the Justification Test it is stated that the hydraulic assessment
has indicated approximately 60,000 m3 of flood waters will be displaced and the
same amount of compensatory storage has been provided to mitigate this impact.
Cross-sections drawings through the compensatory flood storage -areas are
presented at SSFRA section 13.

OPW Section 50 consent for the proposed alteratioris to watercourses that come
under their remit, incliiding but not limited to realignments and culverts shall
be in placde. prior to the commencement of the proposed works.

Protection of the proposed flood compensation storage areas including
sterilisgtion for planning purposes may nead to be considered by the Planning
Authority. '

Enhancement of the proposed flood Prisk mitigdtion measures outlined in the SSFRA
by implementaticn of an early Flopd warning system should be considered by the
project promoter. _ '

SSFRA sShould include a peer review by an independent, impartial, suitably
qualified, competent and experienced flood risk management consulting engineer.



Mr D HA Hall, B.E,, W.I.E.I,, Mr- I Fatallah,
Senior Executive Engineer, Acting Senior Engineer,
Water Services. Water Services.



WSD SuDS Guidance Doecument for Larger Devélopments version 1.3 to be issued with WSD planning

report for Dart West Railway Order. 22 September 2022,

10.

in SHDs-LRDs and other large developmients including cémmercial, industrial, fixed use or

residential developments and serviced sites with mdre than 10 housing units, WSD encoutage
the reduction of impermeable surface areas by niaximising the provisian-of permeable paving
and pervious surfacing in aréas that will not be put forward for taking in charge, including
house driveways (rear and side house footpaths should discharge to garden-green strip) and
green, landscaped areas and rainwater recovery and reuse systerns in management company
controlfed buildings and | in larger, non-residential bulldings.

Surface-watar runoff shall be processed at source and at surface level, where feasible, A risk.
assessment of surface storage of ruroff shall be conducted especially regarding the risk of

young chiliren drowning in even shallow depths of water, Safety advice Is given in CIRIA SuDS

Manual Chapter 36.

Remaining surface water runoff shall be discharged to Sustainable Drainage Systems {SuDS)
in the following structured and prioritised manner following the recomfriended treatment
train-approach:

a. Nature based SuDS such as constructed wetlands, retention ponds and bioretention
areas for attenuation storage; road runoff should discharge directly to bioretention
swales and tree trenches or smalier tree pits through gaps in roadside kerbs or
without the need for any kerbs.

bh. House runoff, including roofs should discharge in the first instance to rain gardens
-and-or plantefts.

c. Greén and blue roofs and green living walls shall be considered for managemeént
company caont rd!ted*-and larger; non-residential buildings.

. Where a dlear and plausible rationale is given for excluding NB SuDS or additional treatment

or storage is required, only then shall infiltration system SuDS such as unlined permeable
paving-pervious suifacing, soakaways, infiltration basins, infiltration blankets or infiltration
trenches, which as they are typically narrow and Knear, can be used to underdrain the
roadside bioretention swales or as a standalone SuDS measure.

Unlined gravel entrance roads-driveways-are not permitted due to problems with loose grave!
blocking drainage systems and causing a fall hazard.

Infiltration is subject to the presence of suitably permeable sub-soils and a favourable
grountlwater regime as evidericed by soil infiltration test results ‘and a groundwater
monitoring programme: of at [east 6 moriths duration and including at least one winter season.

Expert gectechnical and hydrogeological advice shall be taken in this regard.

Whete a clear and plausible rationale is given for excluding infiltration system SuDS or
additional treatment or storage is required, only then shall filtration systeim SuDS suchas lined
permeable paving, filter strips and filter drains, which as they are typically narrow and linear,
can be used to underdrain the roadside bioretention swales where infiltration is not feasible
oras a standalone SuDS measure:

Lined gravel entrance roads or driveways are not permitted as item 5 ahove.

Finally, where a clear and plausible rationale is given for excluding filtration system SuDS or

.additional treatment or storage is required, only then shall detention system SuDS such as

detention basins, underground, lined attenuation storage structures and rainwater butts at
houses, be considered.



1i.

12,
13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.
18,

20.

21,

Typically; nature-based and infiltration system SuDS do not discharge risnoff 3 watercourse or
dedicated surface water piped drainage network: except from an overflow to cater for Subs
failure or design exceedance avents. Filtration and detention system SubS do ordinarily
discharge runoff to either a watercourse gr piped netwark.

SuDS overﬂows and outfall plpes shall discharge to the riearest available watercourse or
dEdlCEtEd surface water dramage piped network.

The environmental considerations of dlscharglng runoff to watercourses, piped networks or
to ground shall be addressed in the dramage design for the development

A SuDS. strategy for SHDs- LRDs and other larger developments based on the. above, shall be
engineers,
ith the

g
Water Servrces departrnent pnor to the SmelSSIOﬂ of a p!anmng applucat:on ‘
Sustamabie Dremage Systems (Su DS) should where feamble form part of the public open space
provision and must in line with cop Open:Spaces Strategy:
a. contribute in 2 significant and positive way to the design and quall’ty of open spare,
b, enhance b:odwermty and amenlty value, and Ilnk w;th the exustmg Green
Infrastrugture network in the settlement. '
c. provide an open space berefit even when holding surface water (for example ponds
and wetlands)
d. be readily available for use in most weather conditions,
e. be accessible and usable, and
f. be designed by a multi-disciplinary team {to include a drainage ghgineer, ecologist,
arborist, landscape architect etc.) as part of the overall project.
SuDS which form part of public Gpen space provision will be assessed on a case-by-case hasis
by the planning authority, having regard to site specific conditions and the quality of design.
Culverting entire drains and streams will generally be prohibited; interference with natural
drainage systems Is to be minimised and the Council will explore oppertunities o carry out

‘watercourse restoration projects and to remove culverted drainage systems in favour of apen,

natural drainage systems.’

Stage 1, 2 and Stage 3 Surface Water Audits will be submitted addressing relevant drainage
design issues.

A climate change factor of 30% and 10% urban creep factor should be considered for
application in'SuDS and drainage designs.

KCC will facilitate the development of nature based Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems,
including the retrofitting of SubDS in established urban areas,

Underground tanks and storage systems will only be aceepted in line with an agreed SuDS
strategy for a residential development, which should complement the development open
space strategy and large non-residential developments,

Mr'D E A Hall, B.E., M.LE.L,

Senior Executive Engineer,

Water Services.



Reference Number: Dart + West Railway Order 2022

Public Consuitation Stage - Environment Section Report

Name of applicant: CIE

1. In accordance with the National Waste Management Plan for a Circular Economy, the
Applicant will need to ensure that the scheme is designed, planned, procured, built and
maintained in accordance with the “EPA Best Practice Guidelines for the Preparation of
Resource and Waste Management Plans for C&D Prejects (2021)” in terms of Tier 2 type
projects. For this stage of the project, applicant should be required to provide a report to
demonstrate clearly their proposals regarding the “designing out” of waste in terms of the
following:

- Reuse and recycling of existing onsite materials,

- Minimisation of materials needed for importation for the purposes of construction,
- Green procurement,

- Off-site construction, and

- Material optimisation.

2. Applicant should be asked to clarify their proposals regarding the incorporation of Nature
Based SuDS into the proposed surface water management plans both for the rail works
themselves as well as for the proposed compounds in terms of:

- Swales,

- Porous paving (roads and pathways),
- Tree pifs,

- Rain gardens,

- Roof gardens,

- ete

3. Applicant will need to clarify their intention in terms of possible raising ground in any
significant way as part of the proposed development works. If so, they need to clarify their

proposals regarding regularising this in accordance with Section 39 of the Waste Management
Act.

4. [Itis noted that the proposed development will impact significantly on ground and surface waters
along the entire length of the scheme. Applicant will need to prepare a preliminary Construction
Stage Surface Water Protection Plan in accordance with the 2016 IF1 Guidelines, and ensure
that all construction works are planned and delivered in strict accordance with the agreed plan.

5. It is noted that there will be significant noise generated by this project which will impact on
local communities. Applicant will be required to carry out a detailed noise impact assessment
along the entire scheme, identify Noise Sensitive Locations, engage with householders and
businesses who will be affected, agree appropriate noise mitigation and reduction measures,
and ensure that noise levels are maintained within normal construction-stage and operational
stages at all times in accordance with Section 7 of the Kildare County Development Plan.

Approved by SEE; Date:
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Michael O'Boyle

Our Ref: 20-323/0812

By Email only

Mr. Eoghan Lynch,
Kildare County Council,
Aras Chill Dara,

Devoy Park,

Naas, Co. Kildare

26" October 2022

Re:

Conservation Architect's comments on DART+ West Railway Order Application

Dear Eoghan,

| have reviewed the relevant sections of the DART+ West Extension Railway Crder Application and note my
comments on the conservation and built heritage concerns arising:

1.

Built heritage context for the proposed development

The DART+ West extension is an important infrastructural project that will provide much-needed
improvements in public transport connectivity between the central Dublin and the north part of County
Kildare. The project is challenging, involving the electrification and upgrading of the existing Dublin to
Maynooth railway line. The existing railway line, which was constructed in the mid-nineteenth century,
runs parallel to the Royal Canal. These two historic transport routes form a corridor of high built
heritage significance. The nineteenth century stone road bridges over the railway line continued the
architectural form, detailing, and materials, of the earlier eighteenth century canal bridges that they
abut. Consequently, these railway bridges are integral to the character and setting of both the railway
line and the Royal Canal.

The proposed upgrading of the Dublin to Maynooth line will involve the introduction of overhead
electric cables along the entire railway line. This will require an increased clearance at the point where
the railway line passes under the existing road bridges. Measures are required to prevent pedestrians
passing over the road bridge from coming into contact with the electric cables, which will require a
barrier of ¢.1.8 metres along the edge of the road carriageway and/or the introduction of a projecting
shelf aver the power lines from the face of the bridge. The existing parapet height on the subject
bridges is in the region of 900mm.

The proposed modifications to the raitway bridges are significant and have potential to cause very
significant negative impacts on the railway bridges, on the earlier canaj bridges that they abut, and on
the wider character and setting of the Royal Canal, which is an amenity of the highest heritage value.
Itis therefore imperative that appropriate conservation expertise and g high degree of care is engaged
to ensure that modifications and interventions ta these bridges are kept to a minimum and involve a
low visual and physical impact on the setting of the Royal Canal.

The holding of a co-ordination meeting between the Dart+ West team and the Architectural
Conservation Officers of the affected local authorities was a very welcome aspect of the consultation
process for the Dart+ West Project. While there were differences between the more urban setting of
the railway line to the east and the predominantly rural character of the route through County Kildare, a
number of shared areas of concern were identified — particularly in relation to the avoidable demolition
of significant bridges and unresoived details on the proposed parapet installations. Itis regrettable that
follow-up meetings did not take place to address these issues.

Kiiztrailly Ltd. ¥a Michael O Beyle Acnitesture + Conservatcn Company Rag. No.879259

The Studio, 13 Hawthorn Manor, Blackrock, Co. Dublin A94 H3K2
Architecture + Conservation Phone: +353 87 7884429 Email: michael@mobayle.ie



2. Proposed works to Jackson Bridge _
The multi-arch Jackson Bridge, ta the west of Maynooth, is a protected structure and was identified as
having insufficient arch clearance to accommodate overhead ‘power lines at initial presentations to
Kildare County Council in September 2020. The difficulties at this bridge are exacerbated by the
requirement to have additional raiiway lines toserve the proposed railway depot, a-short distance to
the west, and by flooding concems. The submitted proposal, which emerged after a number of
alternative options were considéred, is for the railway line to by-pass Jackson Bridge to the south.
This will require the onstruction of a new road bridge over the canal (to the west). Jackson Bridge- will
be retained with the railway fine. below being decommissioned. While this-solution Is welcome, a
numbier of issues are not fully resolved in the submitted design. |t is recommended that the Railway
Order should require the following details of the desian be submitted for review and agreement with
Kildare County Council: '

a) The permitted design should facilitate continued local access to Jackson Bridge and should
make provision for the road carriageway on the bridge to be maintained. The application
~-documents-do not describe-how this will be achieved:- g S v G

b) The permitted design should include proposals for the presentation of the disused railway line

under the bridge, including details of maintenance arrangements to ensure that the nineteenth
century railway line rémains visible and does not become overgrown.:

¢) While it is welcome that the submitted design of the propesed new road bridge over the Rayal
Canal, to the west of Jackson Bridge, shows this new bridge as being perpendicular to the
canal at its crossing, the aesthetics and visual character of this new bridge does not respond
to the highly sensitive receiving environment of the Royal Canal (refer o EIAR Vol. 3B, View
Location 40). The details submitted of this bridge are very limited and suggest that the
proposed bridge will be a basic-concrete fiyover. This design, if constructed, will have a very
significant and avoidable negative visual impact on the setting of the Réyal Canal, which is an
important historic and recreational amenity within North County Kildare. There is considerable
scope to reduce the visual impact.of this bridge through high quality design. A detailed design
that responds more appropriately to'the highly sensitive setting of the Royal Canal is required.

3. Proposed works to Cope Bridge (0BG 14)
Cope Bridge comprises a stone road bridge, which runs over the railway line a short distance to the
north of Leixlip town cenitre, The bridge-abuts an earlier eighteenth century canal bridge and is of the
same architectural quality and significance as the other intact raifway and canal bridges along the
route of the raflway line, Cope Bridge was not included in the National Inventory of Architectural
Heritage (NIAH) survey for County Kildare. I should be: noted that the NIAH Survey is.a non-
exhaustive record of the county and there are many significant structures in Kildare that are not
covered by the survey.

The significance of Cope Bridge is highlighted in the EIAR submitted by lrish Rail as part of the DART+
‘West Railway Order Application. National good conservation practice, as set out in the Architectural
Heitage Protection Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2011), indicates that the demolition of a
structure of this significance should onty be considered if there are no other alternatives. During the
consultations held over the past 24 months, Kildare County Council has consistently requested that all
alternative options needed to be fully explored before the demolition and reconstruction of the bidge
was accepted as the only viable option,

The suibmitted assessment of options for Cope Bridge in both the EIAR and the accompanying
Architectural Heritage. Impact Assessment by Blackwood Associates (Appendix A27.7) is inadequate.
These reporis conclude that the demolition of Cope Bridge is the only viable option without fully
exploring the option of lowering the track so that the bridge can be retained. The EIAR states that the
disruption to railway users and operations arising from the track fowering optien would be ‘significant
along the length of the Maynooth ling’. N6 information is provided on the extent of additional disruption
involved relative to the disruption that will, in any event, aceur during the removal and reconstruction of
Cope Bridge (as set out in the preferred option) and ihe Dart+ West works along this stretch of line.
There are numerous precedents where irish Rail have been able to carry out significant comparable
track alferation ‘works on twin track sections of railway line with managed phased disruption to rail

users. It should be noted that both the railway line and the canal were historically constructed at an
e



artificialiy high level relative to the surrounding countryside. The EIAR acknowledges this noting that a
viable gravity drainage solution could be installed to mitigate the risk of the track ﬂ_ooding arising from

presenting any supporting evidence. Reference is rade to impacts on local residents during
construction ‘due to the proximity of the works to residential properties’ without setting-out how those
impacts would be any worsethan under the preferred option where the bridge is ta be fully demolished
and reconstructed, The traffic impacts of the prolonged closure of this strategically important bridge to
pedestrian and road users, which could be avoided through track lowering, are not discussed.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need to discuss any aspect of this iefter,

Yours sincerely,

I3V fopn.

Michael O'Boyle B.ARCH MUBC FRIAI
RIAl Grade 1 Conservation Architect
MICHAEL O’BOYLE ARCHITECTURE + CONSERVATION



Submission from Forward Planning Section: DART+ West Rail Order

Context

The DART+ West Project has long been identified as ane of the key determinants for growth in north
Kildare and across the broader MASP area.

It is critical to enable the delivery of a sustainable, infrastructure-led development strategy for the
north-east of County Kildare and the wider Dublin Metropolitan Area, as provided for through the
National Planning Framework, the growth objectives outlined in the Regional Spatial and Economic
Strategy and the policies and objectives of the Kildare Connty Devélopment Plan 2017-23.and draft
CDP 2023-2029. A reliable and frequent rail service, with greater capacity for the settlements of
Leixlip and Maynooth, will support the achievement of critical mass anid compact growth.

The expedition of DART + services will ensure:
o Maynooth tan effectively.fulfil its role as a Metropolitan Key Town, and act as a driver for
local anid regional economic growth.
o Strategic [and banks in Leixlip at Collinstown and Confey, which are identified in the MASP as
strategic employmerit and strategic residential sites, can be effectively brought forward.

Maynooth

Growth Strategy

As'a designated ‘Metropolftan Key Town’ under the RSES; Maynogoth is the subject of ambitious.
population and employment growth targets overithe medium term. In addition to receiving
population growth allacations under the respective core strategies of the County Kildare and County
Meath Development Plans, Maynooth has under the provisions of National Policy Objective (NPO)
68* receivid a further allocation of up to 10,000 persons in the period to 20312, This growth was
allocated on the prernise that it will take the form of compact growth along high capacity planned or
existing public transport corridors.

The Dublin Metropolitan Area Strategy Plan {MASP) identifies Maynooth as being located an the
North-West Corridor within the Dublin Metropolitan Area. The aim of such corridors is to focus the
development of sustainable. compact communities.along high guality public transport routes,
providing people with increased housing choice along with improved access to services, amenities
and economic opportunities, in locations to the north, northwest and southwest of the town, as'well
as to the west of the University {as identified in the RSES) Such development must be deliverad
aleng high capacity public transport routes such as the rail line.

Train Station

The National Transport Authority’s (NTA’s) Draft Greater Dublin Area Transpott Strategy 2022—2042
provides for a second railway station to be developed to the west of Maynooth (Measure RAILE —
New Raif Stations) in order ta serve the aforementioned new growth areas. of the town. Whilst it is
acknowledged that the delivery of the second railway station does not form part of this railway
order, it is critical that this crucial piece of infrastructure for the town be progressed by Irish Rail in

1 NPO 68 notes that this will be subjeet to the folfowing conditions:-Any relocated growth being in'the form of compact
development, such as infill or & sustainable urbdn extension; Any relocated growth belng sérved by high capacity public
transport and or related to significant employment prowsmn, and National Policy Objective 9, as set out in Chapter 4 of
NPF {relating to settlemeénts identifi ied for si gaificant growth),

2The Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly (EMRA} has, in consultation with the MASP Implementation Group (July
2020), allecated this additional population growth targetas provided for under NPO 68.

Page 1of 4



tandem with the development of DART+ West programme of works so that they can-be completed
simultaneously. In relation tothe existing train station, public réalm improvements should also be.
progressed at this time. This ‘do minimum’ approach is disappointing, especially given Mayngoth’s
designation as a Key Town in the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and the Train Station’s
e;,(c__eptjonal]y advantageaus location adjacent to the town centre.

Maynooth & Environs Local AreaPlan 2024-2030

Kildare County Council, in conjunction with ‘Meath County Council, have commenced the
preparation of a new Maynogth and Environs Joint,Local Area Plan 2024- 2030. Under Objective RPO
4.35 of the RSES this Plan Tnust, mter alia, ldentlfv strategic housing.and employment development
. .argas.and.infrastructure;j inves
gréater co-ordination and sequ j very of serviced lands for deve opment. As part of the plan-
making pracess, a pre-draft public consultatlon exercise is taking place over a six-week period fram

30* September to 11™ November 2022 inclusivé. Kildare County Council invites Irish Rail to make a
submission to the pre-draft issues paper and enter into wider engagement with the planning
authority during the plan-making process to ensure that provisions relating to delivery of both
DART*+ West and the second train station in Maynooth are fully integrated into the Joint Local Area
Plan.

. Leixlip: Collinstown and Confey Strategic Development lands

Growth Strategy
As a-designated ‘Self-Sustaining Growth Town’ in the Kildare County Development Plan 2017-2023
{and Draft CDP 2023-2029), Leixllp is'identified in both the settlement strategy and economic
strategy for the county, to attract jobs, services and housing development. Furthermore, the
policies and ohjectives of the Leixlip Local Area Plan 2020-2023 (LAP) su pports'and facilitates the
delivéry of the DART+ West expansion project and supports the preparation of Masterplans to:
e  Guide the delivery of the Collinstown land bank {Objective COL 1.1) as a location for
strategic employment supported by a new rail station and park and ride facilities
e Guide the delivery of Confey (Objective CON 1.1} as a location for strategic residential
development.

Collinstown

The development of the Collinstown land bank, which extends to 59.6 hectares, as a site for
Strategic Employment Development will provide Leixlip with employment opportunities to meet the
population increases experienced in Kildare and adjaining counties, as well as ‘cantributing to the.
regional growth and economic devélopment of the wider Metropolitan Area.

The successful development of the strategic employment fands at Collinstown is stymied by the
atnission of a new rail station, which is a specific requirernent of the National Transport Authority’s
{NTAs) Draft Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy 20222042, which provides for a hew rail
station west of Louisa Bridge {Measure Rail 6 - New Rail Stations). This will also impede the
development of the rail-based Park and Ride facility on the lands, which.is also a specific
requirement of the Transport Strategy (Measure INT3 — Park and Ride).

The Railway Order application proposes that the existing Blakestown level crossing on the L81206
local road, which runs along the nerth-west boundary of the Collinstown lands; will be permanently
closed. Alternative infrastructure is not proposed at this location, unlike the five other level crossing
located on the line between Spencer Dack and Maynooth/Dunboyne, A proposed pedestrian/cycle
bridge cver the canal and rail line &t Collinstown is shawn'in Map 1 (Leixlip Transport Map) of the.
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Leixlip LAP ta facilitate the development of new pedestrian/cycle links across the canal and railway
line to improve access and permeability to'the lands north and south of the railway line,.

There is no proposal to build a rail station to service the Collinstown lands as part of the Railway
Order, which means that this regionally designated strategic land bank will have impermeable rail
line dissecting-a substantial portion of the lands at the northiern portion of the site, with no access to
the Royal Canal Greenway. This prevents sustainable active travel lin kages to allow people walk
andforcycle from the nearby Intel Business campus (4,500 employees) and extensive residential
developmient at Easton and Leixiip Gate.

The successful development of the strategic employment lands-at Collinstown is stymied by the
decision to permanently close the Blakestown level crossing without the provision of alternative
infrastructure to facilitate nérth/south connections, as illustrated in Map 1 of the LAP:

Confey

This strategic greenfield land bank near Confey station has been identified for residential
development with capacity for development of approximately 1,800 units on.a phased basis, to be
informed by a.Masterplan. The successful delivery of the Confay'strategic residential developient
is predicated on improved accessto Confey Station and the upgrade of Cope Bridge, which is the
only north/south.access link between Confey and the town centre,

While the Railway Order-application provides for works to Cope Bridge and the provision.of cycle
and pedestrian bridges flanking the bridge; the Leixlip Strategic Transportation Assessment proposes
that two additional footbridges be installed east and west across the Royal Canal and railway ling.
The additionalfootbridges will serve to enhance north-south connectivity and overall parmeability
between existing estates, the Royal Canal Greenway and the Confey lands to the north, thus
promoting active travel measures and permeability in accordance with Objective MT1.5 and Map 1
of'the LAP (see below).

Irish Raif.are urged to use this opportunity to enhance the amenity value of existing and proposed
residential areas by incorporating two additional footbridges across the DART+West rail-line-and
Royal Canal at Confey as part of the final Railway Order or, alternatively, progressing the. proposal as
part of a separate project to be delivered in tandem with the DART+ West expansion project forthe
Leixlip area.

Recommendations

1. Thenew train station in Maynooth isa crueial piece of infrastructure for this Key
Metropohtan town and it 5hnu!d be progressed |n ta ndem w1th the deveiopment of DART+

proposed flood compensatory 5tdrage aréas dlrectty adjacent ‘to the rail Ime the potentlal
sﬁe ofa second tram statlon |s now qu:te restncted lt :s crztu:al that the Apphcan’c engage

and aﬁected !amclm:\mersj ini order to prowde c!a rlty on the new tra
Note: Pre-draft public consultatlon onthe. Maynooth & Enviréiis Joint. ocal Area’ Plan is
underway from the 30 September to 11% Navember 2022.

2. ltis noted that works at the existing Maynooth Train Station relate solely to the delivery of
DART services and that, unlike the works at Connolly Station and the new station in Spencer
Dock, there are no proposals to enhance the public realm or better integrate the station
with Tts immediate surroundings. This is a lost opportunity to better integrate the station
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with its surroundings, particularly the Canal Harbour, located to the immediate north of the
railway line, which has been designated as a regeneration area in the RSES. The Applicant
should be requested to incorporate the necessary public realm improvements into the final
approved Railway Order scheme.

3. The planned new train station in Leixlip {west of Confey) is a crucial piece of infrastructure to
enable the development of the strategic employment lands at Collinstown. The Applicant is
urged to progress the delivery of a train station in tandem with the development of the
DART+ West project in order to ‘unlock’ the potential of these lands and the delivery of a
park and ride facility in order to achieve Objectives Col 1.1, MT2.7 and MT2.8 of the Leixlip
Local Area Plan 2020-2023.

4. The proposal to permanently close the Blakestown level crossing without providing
alternative infrastructure over the rail line at this location is of concern. This will sever the
main body of the Collinstown Strategic Employment lands south of the rail line from the
established business and enterprise [ands north of the rail line. There will be prejudicial
impacts in this regard, preventing active travel measures in a north-south direction. The
closure will also sever the lands south of the rail line from the Royal Canal Greenway
amenity area. The Applicant is urged to incorporate infrastructure to enable north-south
permeability and connectivity to facilitate active travel measures into the final a pproved
design in accordance with Objective MT1.7 and Map 1 (Leixlip Transport Map) of the Leixlip
Local Area Plan 2020-2023.

o

The Leixlip Local Area Plan 2020-2023 includes policies and objectives to support two
additional footbridges across the Royal Canal and rail line at locations east and west of Cope
Bridge to enhance north-south permeability between the Confey lands (zoned for strategic
residential development) and residential estates south of the rail line that will also serve to
improve connections between the said estates and the Royal Canal Greenway. The
Applicant is urged to incorporate infrastructure to enable north-south permeability and
connectivity to facilitate active travel measures into the final approved Railway Order, which
is a specific objective of the Leixlip Local Area Plan 2020-2023 (Objective MTL.5).
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Map 1: Excerpt from Map 1 of Leixlip Local Area Plan 2020-2023 showing indicative locations of
proposed Pedestrian/Cycle Bridges crossing the Rayal Canal and the raitwa y line at Collinstown and
Confey.
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